
Learn about Ulster County’s earliest records in this document-based 

activity booklet that is fun for kids of all ages.  Presented by the  

Ulster County Clerk’s Records Management Program. 





T 
he Ulster County Clerk’s Archives contains a treasure trove of records which serve to 

document our rich, local history.  The oldest records collection in the Archives is titled, 

“The Dutch Record Collection” and dates from May 31, 1658 through 1712 and 

remains one of the most significant record series in the Archives and has national historical 

significance as well. 

This collection is entirely written in the “old” Dutch language and serves to document the 

early European Dutch settlement of the area.  These records consist mostly of the original 

minutes of the proceeding of the Court of Wiltwyck at Kingston, Hurley and Marbletown 

showing the date of the court session, presiding schout and schepens (officers of the court), 

plaintiff and defendant, charge in indictment, testimony, sentence of court and disposition of 

the case.  They tell the stories of the settlers lives, their occupations, the structure of money, 

their defense, their struggles and serve as a lens into life in Wiltwyck. Kingston was called 

Wiltwyck by the Dutch, which means “wild place” until the English changed the name to 

“Kingston” in 1664.  

In 1895, the Ulster County Board of Supervisors authorized that these “ancient records” be 

translated into English by a “competent translator” for a sum not to exceed five hundred 

dollars.  In 1896, Dutch Scholar Dingman Versteeg was hired by the County to translate the 

Old Dutch Records to English.  In 1899, Dingman completed this work which yielded three 

bound volumes of English Translations and for the first time the County knew what the 

records said and our history was revealed!  This was an incredibly important turning point in 

Ulster County’s history and the provenance of the Dutch Records Collection. 

Dutch Dilemmas features several activities related to The Dutch Records Collection.  In this 

activity booklet, there is a Scavenger Hunt where the answers to the questions are found 

within the records.  The record panels that pertain to the Scavenger Hunt have the icon of 

the “Archives Detective” on them so those panels reveal the answers!  The records show the 

original Dutch record in the background and the English translation laid over top.  Once you 

find your answers to the Scavenger Hunt you will have all the “clues” you need to solve the 

“Final Mystery!” 

There is a Palisades Puzzle, a Kermis Maze and a Dutch Court Word Search to solve as well.  

They are fun activities to help you learn about the life of our early settler’s.    

It is my hope that these activities provide a fun and interesting way to learn, interpret and 

understand some of our most treasured records, The Dutch Record Collection, and bring our 

rich local history alive for you.   

Good luck! 



Dutch Dilemmas Scavenger Hunt 

(Hint: To help solve the mysteries, look for the Archives Detective. He has put his mark on several 

documents to help you in your search!)  

1. Dutch Immigrants to the New Netherland Colony (in what later became New York) brought with 

them their favorite recipes and food in order to make the New World feel more like home.  

 

 Mystery to Solve:  What food did the Sergeant say went well with turnips? 

       ___  _____  _____  _____  ___          _____  _____  _____  _____ 

 

2. Wiltwyck was burned in 1663 during the Second Esopus War. The Conflagration, which means a 

large fire, destroyed much of the city.  

 

 Mystery to Solve: In 1664, Governor Richard Nicholls forbade residents from leaving trash in the 

street in order to prevent fires. What was the fine for someone who didn’t clean the front of their 

home?  

 _____  _____  _____  

   _____  _____  ___  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____   

 

3. Defending their settlement against Native Americans and later the British was extremely important 

to the Dutch Settlers, who built a Stockade around Wiltwyck. A stockade is a wall made from logs 

which have a pointed end on top.  

 

 Mystery to Solve: In the Resolution and Order of September 4, 1664, what group of people were 

the Dutch defending themselves against? 

        _____  _____  _____          _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  ___  _____ 



4.  Long before there were dollar bills and coins bearing the face of George Washington and other 

presidents, people in America needed currency. When Europeans began trading with Native 

Americans, they turned the beads Native People made for wampum belts into currency and used 

it for trade. The Dutch called it zeewant.  

 

  Mystery to Solve: In a court case in 1661, Harmen Jansen is forced to pay someone “24 guilders 

in zeewant” for passage from “the Manhatans” to where?  

___  _____  _____          _____  _____  ___  _____  _____  _____ 

5.  In colonial times, medical knowledge was far less advanced than today. Doctors were often 

trained simply by apprenticing with another doctor (without necessarily going to a medical school 

to study).  Many colonists outside of cities relied on family members, herbalists, apothecaries and 

midwives (women who delivered babies at home), to help them through illnesses and life 

threatening events. 

 

Mystery to Solve: Poulus Polussen hired someone to give him medical treatment, and perform 

what other service?  

       _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  ___  _____  _____ 

 

 

6. Colonial people made much of their own food, rather than buying it at a store. Butter was one 

foodstuff commonly made at home.  A tool for making butter is called a churn.  

 

Mystery to Solve: How much did the widow of Cornelius Wynkoop plan to charge when selling 

her churn? (Hint: refer to question two for spelling)  

 

   _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____ 

    _____   _____    _____  _____  _____  _____  ___  ___ 



7. The Senate House began as a one-room home for Wessel Ten Broeck and his family in 1676 (later, 

others who lived in the home added rooms to it). Wessel and his wife Maria Ten Eyck wrote a will 

describing what possessions and property they owned would go to each child. 

Mystery to Solve: According to condition number 6 in their will, what must happen before Wessel 

and Maria’s children may inherit their parents’ house?  

     ___  _____   ___    _____  _____  _____  _____  _____ 

    _____  _____          _____   _____   _____  _____ 

      _____  _____  _____  _____   ___   

Final Mystery! Take the letters from the red underlines in the questions above and put them in 

order in the red lines below. Then do the same for the green and blue underlines to reveal the 

secret message. 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

___  ___        

   ___  ___  ___  ! 

The town barber providing medical treatment was a 

common occurrence in the village of Wiltwyck.  The 

first barber-surgeon in Wiltwyck was a man named 

Gysbert Van Imbroch who was the original owner of 

the Matthewis Persen House.  The Matthewis Persen 

House now functions as a Museum and Cultural 

Heritage Center owned and operated by the County of 

Ulster.  Tours are available from Memorial Day through 

November or by appointment. 











A palisade is a tall fence, often referred to as a 

stockade.  A replica of the Kingston Stockade 

was erected by the Friends of Historic Kingston 

and was formerly located on the corner of Frog 

Alley and North Front Street.  The posts in the 

original Kingston Stockade would have had 

sharpened points. 

 

The Stockade was expanded three times after 

the original order.  The completed stockade is 

what we now consider the “Stockade District.” 

Palisades Puzzle 
Use the document to the left (the oldest document on file with the Ulster County 

Clerk’s Office) to fill in the blanks in the clues and solve the puzzle! 









Kermis Maze 

 

Help lead the “draft horses and young calves” away from the pasture.  

It’s time for the Kermis (summer fair) and you don’t want to get fined! 

Good luck! 

Kermis is the Dutch word for fair, formed from the 

words Kerk, which means Church, and mis, which 

means mass.  The date of the fair varies from town to 

town, as it celebrates when a parish (a local church 

community) was formed.  The purpose of a Kermis is 

often fundraising for charities or other worthwhile 

causes.  The idea of a church fair spread from the 

Netherlands throughout Europe, and eventually to 

North and South America, with the migration of 

Europeans to the New World. 







Dutch Court Word Search 

 

The entry below is a translation from the original Dutch Court record 

entered on July 12, 1661.  Using the bolded words as your guide, find 

the hidden words in the puzzle to the right. 

Good luck! 

On July 12, 1661 

 

First ordinary meeting held at Wildtwyck has resolved by the Schepens here present 

to hold and convene Court on Tuesday and see frequently every two weeks, till 

further orders of the Director-General and Council of New Amsterdam. 

 

On the same date Sergeant Christiaen Nissen Romp informs us that while there is no 

grain to be had for the military Pieter Van Alin, the shoemaker, is exporting some 

wheat. This point is discussed and it is resolved that the shoemaker shall offer his 

remaining grain to the sergeant Christiaen Nissen Romp, provided the latter pays on 

delivery. 

 

On the same date Schout and Schepenen appointed one Jacob Joosten, as well for all 

kinds of church services as also for the service of the Court. He is made and 

appointed Courtmessenger, but only provisionally, until further orders of the Director-

General, and shall receive for one year two hundred guilders in zeewant [wampum].  

Zeewant was the Dutch word for ‘wampum.’  

Throughout the records, it is spelled ‘sewant,’ zewant,’ 

and ‘seewan.’ 

 

Hard money (defined as either gold or silver) was 

scarce in New Netherlands and other alternative forms 

of currency were used.  One of these alternatives was 

zeewant.  It was made from various types of shells, 

including whelk and quahog. 



Q R J A K X A J F N S Z V O T G E O A M  

C O U N C I L P K B E K R I G N V R A Z  

A Z A P X I H I P P U D O X V I H D W E  

X I O S K B X L H O E T I P R T R I B E  

W K S M D E L A C R I G A M E E M N R W  

N J N R V F G R S U T N I E T E W A P A  

I G E N D K S E X C O L T S H M L R O N  

A C Y K Q A A N Z V I B M E E W E Y U T  

R P G M O N E E Z T T A O F D R Z X X A  

G J O Q J N F G A T W G E X E O V S I K  

Q E U N E D J R M E X S T G H X J I F F  

A T D V K N Y O N D E V L O S E R B C U  

V N N R T S L T O L T X H E G Q S G D E  

B O P R J T R C I P G S C V M Q R F Y L  

C P U N H Y Y E H P G O G O Y Y X Q G U  

E O N M O U D R D Q K J I O H B L Y J L  

C P W S M P N I Z L A X D X F V E J I G  

T S R I F V E D A C I P Y N Q M G D N X  

Z G L I Z I Y A B G D U T X V K H Q S N  

S H O E M A K E R R L M G R Z M Y J H U 

APPOINTED 

CONVENE 

COUNCIL 

COURT 

DIRECTOR GENERAL 

FIRST 

GRAIN 

GUILDERS 

MEETING 

MILITARY 

NEW AMSTERDAM 

ORDERS 

ORDINARY 

RESOLVED 

SERVICE 

SHOEMAKER 

WHEAT 

ZEEWANT 







Dutch Dilemmas:  1. Fresh Pork, 2. Ten Guilders, 3. The English, 4. The Esopus, 5. Barbering,  

6. Eighteen Guilders, 7. Youngest be full grown 

 

Final Mystery Answer: History is fun  

Solutions 



The Mission of the Archives is to identify, 

store, preserve, arrange and describe the 

archival records of the Ulster County 

government and to provide access, 

outreach and public programs to the 

people of Ulster County. 
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Kingston, NY 12402 
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