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How do I make a
Family Tree?

What is Genealogy?
activity

Answer these questions and more in this fun and fact

What is the Census?
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Hi! 'm Christopher Caterpillar and I am going to be your
guide. Together we will learn all about family history and
genealogy. Your family history tells the story of every
person in your family—when they were born, where they
lived, and lots of other interesting information. Do you
know the names of your great-grandparents? What
about where they were born? You might even be related
to someone famous and not even know it! That’s the fun
of making your own family tree.

But first let’s answer a couple questions... /
| ' 0
0'.

WYWhat is Genealogy?

Pronounced [ jee-nee-ol-#/-jee |

Genealogy is a record or account of the ancestry and descent of a person,
family or group. Genealogy can also be the study of family ancestries and
histories

In other words, genealogy can be two different things.

1. Genealogy 1s a family’s history...everyone in that family, when and
where they were born, and other important information about each
person.

2. Genealogy is the research done to find everyone in that family and the
information about them.



YWhat is the Census?

The US. Census counts every resident in the United States, and 1s required
by the Constitution to take place every 10 years.

"The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congress
of the United States, and within every subsequent term of 10 years, in such manner as they shall
by Law direct." -- Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution of the United States?

The Ulster County Clerk’s Office has Census records ranging from 1850 to
1925. The 1905 Ulster County Census is in two handwritten books. Each
book weighs about 25 pounds and has over 900 pages! Genealogists use our
Census records to find family members from long ago.
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Whatis a Family Tree?

A Family Tree is a chart showing the ancestry, descent, and rela-
tionship of all members of a family or other genealogical group.3

In other words, a Family Tree is a chart or drawing that shows
how every member of a family 1s related to each other.

®
N

Here is what a family tree might look
like. All you have to do i1s fill in the
names. The bigger your family, the
more branches on the tree!

Great Grandfather Great Grandfather
Grandfather Grandfather
Great Grandmother Great Grandmother
Mother Father
Great Grandfather Great Grandfather
Grandmother Grandmother
Great Grandmother Great Grandmother

My Name Brother or Sister




mre do we start? First, let’s start with your house arh

who lives there. It is important to have a list of everyone so
you can make an accurate family tree. In 1905 each family was
listed on an index card, like the one below, before they were
written in the book. Maybe we can make a card that you can
use for your family census! Let’s make a card with all the ques-
@e want to ask. Then we can start collecting information!

TOWN

VOE e o BeDa.
(Head of Family—Continued)

OTHER MEMBERS OF FAMILY — Continued

RELATION
NAME SHIP - AGE BIRTHPLACE




@dth everything about you. Then we need tom

S~

everyone you live with and how they are related to you.
What other information do we need? How about the
address where you live? What about each person’s
birthday and where they were born? I will fill out my
card first, then you can do yours. Once we have all our
information, we can make a family tree!

9
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My Census Information Card

My Name:

. Christopher Caterpillar

Address: 122 Old Oak Tree, Kingston, NY

Today’s Date:

03/29/2010

My Birth day: 01/02/2003

I was Born in:

Kingston, NY

Other Members of the Household:

Name Relation Birthday Birthplace

carl Caterpillar Father 02/02/1980  Kingston, NY
Cathy Caterpillar Mother 02/04/1920  Ellenville, NY
cassandra Caterpillar Sister 12/11/2001 Kingston, NY
Cory Cat@miuw Brother OL/09/2005 Kingston, NY
Clyde Caterpillar  Grandfather 06/07/1955  Torownto, Canada




@W it’s your turn! Here is a\

blank census information card.
Use 1t for you and your family.
Make sure to include everyone
in your house, even if you have

@dd to the bottoK ‘

My Census Information Card

My Name: Today’s Date:
Address:
My Birthday: I was Born in:

Other Members of the Household:

Name Relation Birthday Birthplace




Here’s a hint...use this second card for your
Grandparents or your Aunts & Uncles or
other relatives. You could even make copies
of this card and use it for everyone in your
family, no matter where they live!

Census Information Card

Name: Today’s Date:

Address:

Birthday: Birthplace:

Other Members of the Household:

Name Relation Birthday Birthplace




Now that we’ve collected all\
our family information, we can
make a family tree! I'll make
one for my family then you

can make one for yours! -

Grandma
(carol)

| —Aunt cattlin Granopa

| (Clyode)
\ Mom. | pad ‘

Granopa (Cath 5) (carl) l
(CLQHQ) q\ y ' :

Granoma
(Connie)

cassandra  Christopher Cory

ﬁﬂed out some motre census
information cards so I could
make my tree bigger. Maybe
I'll get even more information
so I can add all my cousins!




My Family Tree






You are an otficial genealogist! You researc}h
your family history, collected information and

made a family tree. Did you find someone you
didn’t know you were related to? How about
someone famous? Now that you have all the

tools, you could find all kinds of information!
Make sure to keep this booklet in a safe place.

That way you can look back in 10 years and see
it there are any updates. Good luck!

Your Genealogy Buddy,

\\ Ch rﬁstopln&r OaterP’LLLar /




Glossaxry

Ancestor—one from whom an individual, group, or species is

descended
Ancestry—line of descent; one's ancestors
Descent—one’s line of ancestors

Enumerate—to find out the number of; to count; to list one
after another

Genealogist—a person who studies family lines or ancestors

Subsequent—following in time, order or place
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