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How it all began...

During the years I spent as a professor of education developing material for the
NYS social studies curriculum with its emphasis on local document material, I
often utilized the death records at the New Paltz Town Hall. Time after time,
references to death and burial at the Ulster County Poorhouse came to my
attention. Although I knew where most local burial grounds were located, this
one was dropped from the maps and from most memories. After countless
phone calls to local senior residents and past legislators, it appeared that I had
unearthed a long forgotten piece of county history.

In the fall of 2000, address in hand, I set out to explore the site of this old
cemetery. Believe it or not, I was standing on the grounds of the land
surrounding the Ulster County Pool and Ulster County Fairgrounds. My two
colleagues, Carol Johnson and Brian Macadoo, and I spent hours searching the
land until a groundsman gave us a clue as to where he had once noticed an
extremely tall, old tombstone.

Rebekah MacClang’s stone was hidden in the woods on a bluff, overlooking
the Wallkill River. I would later discover stories about this young woman who
died at the age of 30. She was said to have been the overseer’s daughter, but
after months of research, I found Rebekah’s name in the 1849 admission books
of the Ulster County Poorhouse. She was not an overseer’s daughter, nor was
she poor, as indicated by the obvious expense of her head and footstone. The
only explanation of Rebekah’s admission to the poorhouse is the word — -
“insanity”. How she ended up at the poorhouse, why she died so young and
why hers is the only tombstone found in a cemetery of over 2,500 people may
always remain a mystery.

The following inscription is found on Rebekah’s tombstone:

WHO’LL WEEP FOR ME?
Wher’ neath the cold damp earth lay
And sleep in quiet day by day
And bave no more on earth to say

WHO’LL WEEP FOR ME?
When I am sleeping in the tomb
And o’er my head fair flowers bloom
Or midnight’s showers in her gloom

WHQO’LL WEEP FOR ME?
Yes others too will weep for me
As bere I sleep beneath this tree
That waves its branches over me

THEY TOO WILL WEEP FOR ME
My mother dear — I know she’ll weep
And father too while here I sleep
My brothers and my sisters dear
Will weep for me while I lay bere

Thus began my three-year journey into the records of the Ulster County
Poorhouse.
Please feel free to e-mail me at poorhouse@co.ulster.ny.us if you have any

questions, or if you would like to send feedback on these activities.

- Susan Stessin-Cohn
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Introddction

Have you ever read the story or seen the movie Oliver Twist? In the most
famous scene that takes place in a squalid dining hall, Oliver eats porridge at a
long table with other poor boys in tattered clothes. He asks the overseer for a
second helping with a plaintive, “Please, sir, may I have some more?” The
overseer’s response is one that many people have toward the poor who cannot
pay, but who still ask for assistance — indignation. It illustrates part of the
dilemma a society faces as it attempts to assist its poor. It is a dilemma that our
country has faced throughout its history and of course we derive much of our
history and many of our governmental ideas from England, the setting of
Oliver Twist. The scene described above took place in elghteenth century
England, where the concept of the poorhouse originated.

Every society has poor people, and their care is a problem for each society. We
teach that it is morally right to help those less fortunate than we are; the issue
for a society is how to do that collectively. Recent revisions of our welfare laws
and the invention of “workfare” also demonstrate that provisions for the poor
do not remain static, but are subject to change as the context changes and
society changes its mind. When this happens, societies change the structures by
which they support their poor. These structures reflect the socioeconomic,
cultural, and political contexts of the times in which they are developed. The
poorhouse system primarily reflects the context of the nineteenth century
United States, a young nation that modeled its system on the workhouse
structure used by its former colonizers in England. The system no longer exists.

Linda Crannel, known to visitors of her website (poorhousestory.com) as the
Poorhouse Lady, explains the poorhouse system as:

residential institutions to which people were required to go if they
could not support themselves. They were started as a method of
providing a less expensive (to the taxpayers) alternative to what we
would now days call “welfare” - what was called “outdoor relief” in
those days. People requested help from the community Overseer of the
Poor (sometimes also called a Poor Master) - an elected town official.
If the need was great or likely to be long-term, they were sent to the
poorhouse instead of being given relief while they continued to live
independently. Sometimes they were sent there even if they had not
requested help from the Overseer of the Poor. That was usually done
when they were found guilty of begging in public, etc.

Poorhouses were not debtors’ prisons. People went to the poorhouse when
they could not meet their immediate needs for sustenance and survival. People
who were able to work sometimes stayed in poorhouses between seasonal jobs
or when they were injured, because they had no friends or relatives who could
take them in.

At the poorhouse, everyone earned his or her “keep” in some way, working to
support and maintain the poorhouse. Early poorhouses were called
almshouses. Alms means charity given to the poor, usually in a religious
context. This is fitting because, as the students will learn through experiencing
this curriculum, the earliest methods used to support the poor were based upon
the churches, as they had been in England. Care of the poor is a fundamental
religious teaching, so it was left to the churches to carry it out. As the U.S.
became more secular and diverse, the religious aspect of charity for the poor
was replaced by a governmental function.. In this curriculum, students will be
introduced to some of the laws and legislation that produced and revised the
poorhouses of New York State and Ulster County. At that time, each county
elected an Overseer of the Poor and collected taxes to take care of its poor,
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who lived together in community houses, usually in relatively remote locations.
In Ulster County, as in most New York counties, the poorhouse was several
miles from town on enough land for the residents to grow much of their own
food. Poorhouses were sometimes called poor farms. Their descendants today
are the work camps for the homeless in several counties in New York State.

One of the cultural aspects of caring for the poor is the society’s view of them.
In our culture, which has deep roots in the Puritan work ethic, a prevalent
view of the poor in the nineteenth century was that their poverty was a result
of their lack of character and weak discipline and lazy work habits. This led to
the notion of the poor having to work for their keep. They were also preached
to regularly on revising their bad habits and finding the strength of character
to work, through finding religion. The prevalence of blaming the poor for their
condition led to practices such as auctioning off and contracting, both forms of
indentured servitude that were legal alternatives to the poorhouse even after
slavery was abolished. These concepts are also explained in detail and form the
basis for some primary historical research in this curriculum.

Students experiencing this curriculum will essentially replicate the process that
the author of this curriculum used to develop it. They will become historians,
viewing documents from the actual time period, meeting people through their
records, and coming to know their stories well enough that some will come
alive for them. This is what is so exciting about history. Through this process,
we hope to light the spark of interest in local history by bringing the past to
life. These documents tell the stories of the people who were placed at the
bottom of Ulster County history. They were the immigrants, the itinerant
workers, the orphans, the elderly, the unwed mothers, the drinkers, and the
disabled - those on the fringes; yet, they were responsible for many of the
blocks of the foundation on which our society is presently built. The students
will participate in brushing the dust from those blocks and help to uncover a
part of our history that has been hidden from our view. How often do we talk
about covering the curriculum? This is a curriculum of uncovering.

As students experience this unit, they will come to know the Ulster County
poorhouse, particularly its function in nineteenth century society. They will be
able to generalize what they learned and connect it with other events taking
place in the United States at this time period. This will help them understand
and discuss the plight of the poor throughout the world today. How have
things changed? How can we do better? Maybe, just maybe, one of your
students will have the answer that changes the world.

The novel, Jip, His Story by Katherine Patersen, could be used in conjunction
with this curriculum. Lois Lowery Nixon’s, Orphan Train series could also be
used to illustrate life for orphans traveling out west to find new homes.



Rationale

The poor have always been among us and their care has been the subject of
religious teaching, social programs, governmental policies, and personal
accountability. Even though we enjoy the highest standard of living in the
world in the United States, 20% of our children under the age of five live at or
below the poverty level. The current school-age population will also have to
confront the age-old question of how to take care of the poor. How will they
respond? The historical study of poorhouses, especially one in their own area,
provides students with the foundation to make just, socially responsible,
compassionate choices when they become voting citizens. Knowing the
evolution of provisions for the poor in our society helps us to avoid mistakes
of the past and choose better options for the future.

This curriculum has three main purposes:

*  to provide students with a strong knowledge base in local history,
especially with regard to a population that has been underrepresented in
that local history

*  to help students develop skills of analysis and interpretation of primary
source documents

*  to encourage students to develop skills of moral reasoning in the context
of social justice.

Knowledge

This curriculum contains many activities through which students can build their
knowledge of facts. This base, which is grounded in the New York State
Learning Standards in Social Studies, is necessary to complete the increasingly
complex tasks with primary documents that are contained in this curriculum and
to successfully address social studies curricula in later grades. These tasks build
interest as well as knowledge and motivate students to further study. The
curriculum is designed to correlate with the “regular” social studies curriculum,
enriching it with a focus on a universal issue viewed through a local lens.

Skills

The skills students develop through this curriculum are contained in the New
York State Learning Standards and assessments in social studies at all grade
levels. These are authentic skills that real historians use to study history. The
students engage with real documents containing the “stories” of real people who
lived in Ulster County and who had the misfortune to be classified as poor.
Many of the names are recognizable to anyone living in the area, helping to
bring this study alive and helping the students to relate to the topic more deeply.

Social Justice

Questions such as, “What is a proper response to the needs of the poor in a
democracy? What is justice? What does it mean to be a just and moral
society?” are raised by the study of our local poorhouse system. If a teacher
chooses to include these questions, the deeper dimension of social justice is
addressed. The affective goals, which help students develop a sense of social
responsibility, can be achieved without doing a separate social justice
curriculum that does not develop skills needed for the state assessments. The
integration of social justice and moral issues helps teachers to teach things that
they believe are important, but do not feel they have enough time for in the
context of high-stakes testing accountability. Teachers know that the stakes
for the future are also very high, and that if their students do not develop a
sense of social responsibility, we may be doomed to repeat the injustices that
they encounter in this study.
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Goals

As a result of experiencing this curriculum, students will:

Knowledge

Understand the practices of the past in dealing with the poor as a society
Comprehend the laws that show how our government has addressed the

needs of the poor

Analyze local history in light of the broader context and use that analysis
to deepen their knowledge of local history

Comprehend that history is made of the stories of many individuals; not

just the powerful, dominant, and most wealthy

Skills

Analyze many primary documents dealing with the Ulster County
poorhouse

Synthesize information from those primary documents to produce a clear
picture of the poorhouse system and how it affected Ulster County, local
people, and our local history

Search for information on poorhouses and related topics and critically
evaluate it for use in projects and activities

Generalize the skills in order to prepare to transfer them to documents on
unrelated topics

Affective

Develop knowledge of social justice concepts and formulate a personal
response to those concepts as they relate to poorhouses and providing for
the poor

Develop the ability to take the perspective of another in a situation with
which they may have little experience

See themselves as participants in our society with responsibility to all
aspects of that society, including those whom the society disenfranchises
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“You think that just because it’s
a[reac[y ﬁa]o]oeneof, the past is
finished and unchangeable?
Oh no, the past is cloaked in

multi-colored t@ﬁ(em and
every time we look at it
we can see a

different hue.”

- Milan Kundera
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New York State Learning Standards for Social Studies

Standards Lesson

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Standard 1: The History of the US and NY
Key Idea 1
PI - Know the roots of American culture and the ways e o o e o o .
different people played a role in creating it.

Key Idea 2
PI - Distinguish between near and distant past. e o ° o e o

Key Idea 4
PI - Consider different interpretations of key events
and/or issues in history and understand the

. . o 0o o o e o0 000 00 o )
differences in these accounts.
PI — View historic events through the eyes of those who
were there.
Standard 2: World History
Key Idea 3
PI— Interpret and analyze documents and artifacts o o
related to significant developments and events in
world history.
Standard 3: Geography
Key Idea 1
PI- Study about how people live, work, and utilize . . o o
natural resources.
PI— Locate places within the community.
Standard 4: Economics
Key Idea 1
PI - Know some ways individuals and groups attempt to ° ° . .
satisfy their basic needs and wants by utilizing
scarce resources.
Standard 5 - Civics, Citizenship, and Government
Key idea 2
PI- Show a willingness to consider other points of view
before drawing conclusions or making judgments. ° ° ° °

PI— Suggest alternative solutions or courses of action to
hypothetical or historic problems.

PI— Propose an action plan to address the issue of how
to solve the problem.
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Exploring the poorhousestory.com Website
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Objectives

Students will explore a poorhouse Website to discover general information on
poorhouses. They will list three key ideas they have learned after searching the
website.

Background Information

Linda Crannel, a Texas optometrist, began her own poorhouse investigations
when she discovered her grandmother lived in the Washington County
Poorhouse. She has spent the last few years gathering information nationwide
to help others in their own investigations. Ms. Crannel’s website was
established: to make records of all 19th century American poorhouses
accessible for genealogical or historical research, to remove the secrecy which
shrouds the poorhouse, to make the history of the poorhouse more well-
known, and to dispel the negative image attached to poorhouse residency. The
website has done this and much more.

Overview of Lesson

Students will work independently or with a partner in the computer lab. They
will use the Internet to search the poorhousestory.com website. They will be
asked to come up with three interesting pieces of information that they
discovered on the site. The students will then reassemble and present their
information. The teacher will act as the recorder. The information will be
saved and used for further discussions.

Activity

Students will be directed to the following Website:
http://www.poorhousestory.com/.They can spend 20 to 25 minutes exploring
the site. Each group will then be asked to make note of three interesting pieces
of information they learned about poorhouses and why they chose them.

Alternative Activity

If the students do not have access to the internet, the teacher can use a KWL
chart. The L section of chart will be filled out during the course of the
curriculum.

K=What we think we know
W=What we want to know
L=What we bave learned
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Poverty and Relief in Early New York

Objectives
Students will analyze primary documents and identify the different methods of
relief used in early New York.

Vocabulary
indigent, provisions, ledger, vestryman, relief, lame, accompt, indenture,
moiety, apprentice, freeholders, zeawant

Background Information

Legislation

Prior to 1784, the church or parish was in charge of distributing money to the
poor in New York (Document 2.a). While most towns may have had an
Overseer of the Poor by this date, it wasn’t until the Law of 1784 was passed
that the position of Overseer of the Poor was mandated. This position was an
elected one, with each town in Ulster County annually electing two Overseers
of the Poor (Document 2.c).

In 1824, NYS passed a law requiring that all counties within the state
construct a poorhouse. Many counties, including Ulster, were exempted from
this law, but in the winter of 1827 the county had begun purchasing property
to use as a county poorhouse. By June of the following year, a poorhouse was
established for the county in New Paltz on the same property where it stood
for the next 150 years.

By 1827, the County Board of Supervisors and the judges of the Court of
Common Pleas were directed to appoint the Superintendents of the Poor. For
some unknown reason, this did not take place in Ulster County where the state
legislature appointed the Superintendents.

Within twenty years, the position of Superintendent of the Poor became an
elected one (1847). At this time, only one man in each county was allowed to
hold the position. Superintendents now held a three-year term.

Treatment of Paupers

Prior to the establishment of county poorhouses, paupers were dealt with in

one of the following ways:

e  Contract - Friends or family members signed a contract to take care of a
pauper for a set price.

*  Binding out — A pauper was contractually given to a person as an
indentured servant. Boys were contracted until they were twenty-one years
old. Girls were contracted until they were eighteen years old.

®  Public auctioning — Paupers were auctioned off to the lowest bidder. The
county was then responsible for paying an annual fee for the upkeep of
this pauper.

*  Outdoor relief — A pauper would be given a certain weekly allowance for
their support (Document 2.b).

Who'll Weep for Me?
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Overview of Lesson

The teacher will use an overhead transparency of the Dutch document to
illustrate the earliest method of poor relief found in Ulster County. The whole
class discussion questions can be used to help explain the importance of this
document. Following this discussion, the teacher will explain the four methods
of relief used in Ulster County (NY) prior to 1828. The class can then be
divided into small groups and given documents 2.b — 2.e along with a student
question sheet. Each group will decide which method of relief is represented by
its document.
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Documents 2.a

Dutch Church Account Book
Ulster County Clerk’s Office
Example of Church Relief

Whole Class Discussion Questions

¢ In what language does this document appear to be written ?

¢  Why do you think it was written in this language?

*  Who may have written the document?

*  Why do you think the church was placed in charge of
dispensing money or goods?

£ Lol Pty e vins g e B,
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Document 2.b
Certificate of Samuel Duncomb

Huguenot Historical Society
Example of Qutdoor Relief

Questions to Guide Students through Document 2.b
Where and when was this document written?

Who is applying for relief?

For which provisions are these men eligible?

What were these men granted?
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Document 2.c
Certificate of Catherine D’Lamator

Huguenot Historical Society
Example of Town Relief

Questions to Guide Students through Document 2.c

®  Where and when was this document written?

e Who is applying for relief?

* In what town was Catherine originally living? Where was she presently
living?

*  Who is responsible for the relief of this woman?

Document 2.d ,
Receipt for the care of Alexander Perkins

Huguenot Historical Society
Example of a Contract

R # by
T . A g g

Questions to Guide Students through Document 2.d
*  When was this document written?
¢ Who was being cared for? By whom?

*  Who was the caretaker?

*  Who do you think Joseph Deyo was? (Probably the overseer of the poor)

*  Who do you think Reuben Bennett was? Why did he sign this receipt with
an X?

Document 2.e e ; .
Ledger of the Accounts of the Poor ; et leconfl oD gyl
Ulster County Clerks Office o

Example of Town Relief

NS

Questions to Guide Students through Document 2.e

e What are the dates written on this document?

e What town issued it?

*  How many paupers were cared for during the year1772?

*  How much money was allotted for relief of the poor during 17722

¢  How much would this amount equal in dollars? (1 L= $1.57 U.S. dollars)
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Whole Class Discussion Questions

¢ What do you think were the reasons the Poor Laws were changed in 1784?

¢  How do you think the church felt about this change?

®  Think back to the methods of relief described in the beginning of the
lesson. What method of relief is represented in each document?

*  Which document would illustrate how unsettled paupers were treated?

The following is an excerpt from History of the Pan-Handle, West Virginia,
1879,

A pauper standing nearly six feet in beight was set up for sale. Being in the
prime of life, be looked as though he might be able to do considerable labor,
and as a consequence, of course, soon disposed of. During the progress of the
bidding the pauper hung his head and said nothing. When the auctioneer cried
“sold,” the man’s head came up erect, his face overshadowed with a
melancholy look, and in half- sobbing tones said: “It’s darned bard to be sold
this way, but I reckon it’s all right. But it does make me mad when such a man
as I am, must be sold by no better person than W- (the auctioneer).

Extension Activities

e Write a journal entry as a vestryman (church official) in the days following
the passage of the 1784 Poor Law. Describe your emotions.

*  Choose one method of relieving the poor used before 1828. Take the role
of a politician and defend this method over another method. Prepare a
speech for the class.
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Document 2.a Dutch
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Document 2.a English
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Transcription of Document 2.a English

Kingstowne 1681

Capt. Thomas Chambers Debit Gildrs| St

Dec 1 To the poor at Kingstowne, as per morandum  page 1 231 10
To same 13 12
To Same 13 6

249 | 10

Dec 1 Jan Hendrix, Debit
To the poor at Kingstowne, as per morandum, page 1 25

Benjamin Provoost, Debit

Dec 1 To thew poor at Kingstowne, as per morandum,page 1 24
1683 Sep 6 To Seewant 22 6
30
Willem D’La Montagne Debit
Dec 1 To the poor at Kingstowne, as per morandum, page 1 103 17
1682 July 1To sewant 9 6
Sep 24 To same 10 10
1683 Aug 19 To same 21 6
125 | 17
Jam Willemse Hooghtyling Debit
Dec 1
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Document 2.b
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Who'll Weep for Me?

Transcription of Document 2.b

To Samuel Duncomb & Josiah Dubois, Overseers of the Poor

of the Town of New Paltz, or either of them:

Whereas application hath been made to me the undersigned, one of the
Justices of the Peace in and for the county of Ulster, by the above men
tioned Samuel Duncomb, overseer as aforesaid, alleging that Ben-
jamin Davis, Elias Welden, and Reuben Bennett, poor persons bel-
onging to the said Town, have applied to him for relief: And we the said
Justice and the said overseer having inquired unto the state and cir-
cumstances of the said poor persons so applying, and it therefore
appearing that they are in such indigent circumstances as to require
relief. I the said justice do, therefore, hereby, in pursuance of the State
in such case made and provided, Order, that the aforesaid overseer

of the Poor, or one of them, do allow and pay to the several poor per-
sons aforesaid, weekly, as follows , in provisions, clothing, wood, or money

To Benjamin Davis. One dollar.
To Reuben Bennet. Fifty cens.
To Elias Welden. Seventy five cents.

For this support and the relief of their necessities, until such time as
this order shall be lawfully annulled. _
Given under my hand & seal at New Paltz, Dec. 29, 1821

Chas. DeWitt

11



Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 2.c
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Document 2.d
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Who'll Weey for ‘Me?

Transcription of Document 2.d

February 14" 1821 Recd of Joseph Deyo
twenty dollars & 16 cents for keeping
Alexander Perkins A child of ann
Perkins his
Reuben X Bennett
mark
Simeon Deyo

Transcription of Document 2.c

To the Overseers of the Poor of the Town of New Paltz, in
the County of Ulster:
Please to take notice that Catherine D’Lamator late
of said Town of New Paltz, single woman, has come out of
your said Town, where she is legally settled as we are
credibly informed into our Town of Clinton, & is bere taken
sick, lame & disabled, so that she cannot be con
=veniently removed back to your said Town, & that
she is in indigent circumstances, and unable to
maintain berself, & is likely to become a charge to the
said Town of Clinton: you are therefore hereby requested
to take care of, relieve, & maintain the said Catherine
D’Lamator during ber illness, also to provide for her
funeral burial if she shall die — dated this
15% day of January 1821

Joseph Holmes
Henry Sleght jun. Overseers of the Poor for Clinton Town

14



Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 2.e
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Who'll Weep for Me?

Transcription of Document 2.e

A Full, just and true Accompt of all the Monies received and laid out or disbursed
For the Use and sustenance of the Poor, &c. the preceeding Year. By Jobn Terwiliger and Valentine Perkins,
Overseers of the Poor for the Town of New Paltz and the Neighborhoods annexed thereunto~

1772

March 23

Receipts Dr.

To Cash. Received of the
County Treasurer the sum of
Thirty three Pounds that was
raised per Order of the
Freeholders and Inhabitants of
the New Paltz and the
Neighbourhoods annexed
theroto for the uses &
purposes therein mentioned

33

1772.

April 7

ditro

ditto

ditto

ditto

April 18

Contra Cr.

By Cash, paid Joshua Decker for
keeping and maintaining Lydia
Tuttle for one year

By ditto, to William Elsworth
for maintaining Jos. Hicks. 1

By ditto to Abr. Concklin the
Overseers of his Acco’ for for
maintaining Jos. Hicks the year
proceeding the last-

by ditto to Jos. Coddington the
Town Clk. his allowance..........

By ditto, paid the one Moiety
for drawing two pairs of
Indentures

for putting Apprentices two

By ditto, the Balance of this
Acco & paid into the hands of
the overseers of the poor for the

ensuingyear.......

John Terwiliger
Valentine Perkins

14

12

L33

19

19
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Student Sheet

Questions for Document 2.b

1. Where and when was this document written?

2. Who is applying for relief?

3. For which provisions are these men eligible?

4. What were these men granted?

Student Sheet

Questions for Document 2.c

1. Where and when was this document written?

2. Who is applying for relief?

3. In what town was Catherine originally living?

4. Where was she presently living?

5. Who is responsible for the relief of this woman?

Student Sheet
Questions for Document 2.d

1. When was this document written?

2.  Who was being cared for? By whom?

Who'll Weep for Me?
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3. How long a period might you guess was being paid for? (Hint: Look for

the amounts granted in other documents)

4. Who was the caretaker?

5. Who do you think Joseph Deyo was?

6. Who do you think Reuben Bennitt was?

7.  Why did he sign this receipt with an X?

Student Sheet

Questions for Document 2.e

1. What are the dates written on this document?

2.  What town issued it?

3.  How many paupers were cared for during the year 1772?

4.  How much money was allotted for relief of the poor during 1772?

5.  Why were they paying in pounds in 17722

6. What major event changed the monetary system from pounds to dollars
between 1772 and 1784?

7. How much would this amount equal in dollars? (1L=$ 1.57 dollars)

e,
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Indenturing out the Poor
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Objectives
Students will investigate two nineteenth century indentures and make
assumptions as to what the life of an indentured servant might have been like.

Vocabulary
indenture, relief, bound out

Background Information

The system of indenturing individuals began when the first settlers arrived on
our shores and continued until 1923, when the state officially banned the
system. Although the binding out of children was the most popular, adults as
well as children were indentured out. The guidelines of indentures varied, but
they were essentially legal contracts selling a pauper to a buyer for a specific
amount of time. Boys were generally bound out until they were twenty-one.
Girls were bound out until they were eighteen. Most indentures for girls listed
them as being trained in housekeeping, boys as farmers. The indenture system
was very similar to slavery in that an individual would be legally bound to
someone. If the indentured person ran away, this individual would be hunted
down and punished. The difference between the two was that indentures lasted
for a contracted period of time, whereas slavery usually lasted for a lifetime.
An interesting article on this topic can be found at http://

www.abggen.swnet.com/articlel.htm

Overview of Lesson

The teacher will begin by writing the word indenture on the board. Students
will be asked to use their poorhouse glossary of terms to determine the
definition of this word. The teacher will lead a discussion on the definitions.
The term binding out will also be discussed.

Half the class will be given Document 3.a with a student questionnaire, the
other half, Document 3.b. with a student questionnaire. The teacher could
also read the documents out loud to the students, using the overhead projector.
After the students complete their document investigation, they will share their
discoveries. The teacher will then use the whole class discussion questions.

Document 3.a
Indenture for Polly Mackey, a female
Uister County Clerk’s Office

Questions to Guide Students through Document 3.a
e How old was Polly when she was bound out?

s What type of work was she trained to do?

*  What might that entail?

¢ How old would she be when she was freed?

¢ What were Anthony Clauson’s responsibilities to Polly when she was S gy
freed? ’

19



Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 3.b
Indenture for John, a black male
Ulster County Clerk’s Office

Questions to Guide Students through Document 3.b
* How old was John when he was bound out?
o e What type of work was he trained to do?
mme *  How old would he be when he was freed?
B *  What were Peter Esterly’s responsibilities to John when he was freed?

Whole Class Discussion Questions

e What were the differences between boys and girls indentures?

What type of work do you think most boys and girls were trained to do?
Why do you think boys were held in bondage longer than girls?

What do you think might happen to these children if they ran away?
Where could we look to find out what may have happened to these
children?

Why do you think this system was abolished?

When do you think this system was abolished?

Extension Activity
®  The class will create a Venn diagram comparing the system of slavery to
indenturing.

slavery

Indenture

20
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Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 3.a
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Document 3.b
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Student Sheet

Questions for Document 3.a

1. What is the date of this document?

2. How old was Polly when she was bound out?

3. What type of work was she trained to do?

4.  'What might that entail?

5. How old would she be when she was freed?

6. What were Anthony Clauson’s responsibilities to Polly when she was
freed?

Student Sheet

Questions for Document 3.b

1. What is the date of this document?

2. Can you make an assumption as to why John does not have a last name?
3. How old was John when he was bound out?

4. What type of work was he trained to do?

5. How old would he be when he was freed?

6. What were Peter Esterly’s responsibilities to John when he was freed?

Who'll Weep for Me?
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Administrative Roles at the Poorhouse
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Objectives
Students will investigate the laws concerning the administrative responsibilities
at a poorhouse and list the duties of its administrators.

Vocabulary
victials, vermon

Background Information

Even though the list of rules and regulations listed on this document was
written for the Orange County Poorhouse, the rules for the Ulster County
Poorhouse would have been almost identical. Examining these rules can help
students create a picture of how rules were enforced by the poorhouse keeper
and his staff, if at all. The female attendant was almost always the wife of the
superintendent or keeper.

Overview of Lesson

The teacher will distribute a copy of the 1831 Poorhouse rules to pairs or
small groups of students. The guiding questions can be used by each group, or
they can be divided up as a jigsaw activity. The whole class can discuss their
answers and use the whole class discussion questions.

Whole Class Discussion Questions

How do you feel about these rules?

Why do you think some of these rules were created?

Which ones do you feel were unjust or cruel?

How do you think these rules compare to rules currently found in public
institutions or shelters?

Extension Activities

* Imagine you are in charge of creating new rules for the poorhouse. What
would these rules be? Use the guidelines from the original rules and add
your changes.

*  Conduct research on local shelters. How many are there? Where are they
located? How does one become a resident of one?

25
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POORHOUSE RULES & REGULATIONS
Orange County NY
1831

Whereas a suitable and commodious house has been erected by the Supervisors of said county for the reception
and accommodation of such persons as are entitled to a maintenance: —

We the Superintendents of the poor of the county aforesaid, do therefore, hereby, pursuant to the Revised
Statutes, part first, chap. XX, of the Internal Police of this state, title 1st, “of the relief and support of indigent
persons” do believe, that some good and convenient rules, regulations and by-laws be made for the direction,
government and support of the poor and house aforesaid.

Be it therefore ordained and enacted, by the Superintendents of the poor and poorhouse of the county of
Orange, and sanctioned by a majority of the Judges of the county courts of said county. That

RULE 1.

The Superintendents shall meet at said poorhouse, on the second Monday in every month, and on such other
days and times as they or a quorum of them shall find necessary, and visit the apartments, and see that the poor
are comfortably supported, and hear all complaints and redress or cause to be redressed all grievances which
may happen by the neglect or misconduct of any person or persons in their employment; and at their respective
meetings, shall examine into the state of all matters and things relative to the support and employment of said
poor, and confer and conclude thereon, and give such orders and directions concerning the same; as to them
shall appear good, useful and expedient, and consistent with the designs of the institution; and shall keep
minutes of all such proceedings as are of importance, and all matters of account relating to their duties of office.

RULE 2.

There shall be a keeper of approved integrity and ability, who shall be chosen and appointed by the
superintendents, and removed by them at their pleasure on good cause shown.

The keeper, under the direction of the superintendents, shall provide a suitable woman to assist him in the
good order and management about the house. And shall provide necessary provisions for the poor under his
care, and also purchase raw materials for manufacturing, and sufficient working tools for the employment of
such of them as are able to work. He shall keep a fair and regular list of all the poor, together with their ages,
as near as can be ascertained, and the time when received into the house, and from whence; and a list of the
children bound out to apprenticeships, with the names of their masters or mistresses, and their trade,
occupation or calling and place of residence.—Also fair and regular accounts in writing, of materials,
provisions, fire wood, clothing and other necessaries, under his care, for the use of the institution, and all
expenses and charges attending the maintenance and support of the poor, and of all monies received by him for
the sale of the produce of their labour and otherwise, and shall lay the said lists and account before the
superintendents, for their inspection, at every meeting, and the said superintendents shall settle said accounts
monthly, at their meetings aforesaid. The keeper shall keep a wearing apparel book, ruled in columns, and
therein keep a correct and distinct account of each and every article of clothing received by the paupers.

The keeper shall superintend the economy of the house and manage the farm and stock. He shall employ
such of the poor as are able to labour, on the farm and in the Gardens, and see that the rules, regulations, and
orders of the superintendents be duly observed. If any transgress, he shall note their faults in a book, and lay
them before the superintendents: and if any are unruly, disorderly or stubbornly perverse, he shall have full
power to confine them in some solitary cells or place, and to feed them on bread and water for any time not
exceeding three days.

An account of all persons who are or may have been confined, and of all the causes thereof, shall be laid
before the superintendents at their next meeting. The keeper or some other person approved by the
superintendents, shall attend at meal times, and see that the people under his care assemble and mess together,
according to the order or class settled by the superintendents. That they do not immediately begin to eat or to
help one another, but that they wait in silence, that the pious and devout among them, may have an opportunity
of asking a blessing or returning thanks for the mercies bestowed on them, and that they behave with decency
and good manners towards each other. The keeper shall not suffer the people under his charge to quarrel,
dispute or make any unnecessary noise, but each one shall peaceably and quietly attend to the business or place
allotted him or her, and shall not not permit them to use any strong liquors, unless it be under the direction of
the attending physician. If any one is suspected of bringing in any strong liquors, or of carrying out any thing
belonging to the house, or to any person therein, due enquiry and search shall be made, that the offender or
offenders, if found guilty, may be punished.

The keeper, at the hours of going to bed, which shall be at nine o’clock in the summer and eight in the
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winter, shall see all fires and lights extinguished, excepting what shall be absolutely necessary, and these shall be
left under proper care. He shall cause the bell to ring every morning, for the people to rise who are able to
work, and again at meal times. Those who are able to work, shall, at the hours appointed by the keeper, be
kept at their respective work or employment.

DUTIES OF THE FEMALE ASSISTANT

The Female Assistant shall observe that due attention is paid to cleanliness in every respect, and that the nurses
and others employed under her direction, are to be faithful in the discharge of their several duties, and behave
to the sick and infirm placed under their care, with the greatest degree of humanity and attention.—She shall
also see that the different apartments are well ventilated, whenever the weather will permit, and especially those
appropriated to the reception of sick and invalid persons. That the straw in the beds is to be changed at least
once in ninety days, during the summer season, & that the beds are preserved clear of vermin. She shall take
care that the victuals be well and seasonably dressed, especially for the sick and helpless, which shall be
prepared according to the directions of the attending physician; that the rooms be swept, and the beds made,
every day, and that the house be cleaned as often as shall be judged necessary; that the tables, linen, dishes, 8.
be kept clean, that the people be kept decent and neat in their apparel. For this end, she shall see that every
person have two shirts or shifts marked with the initial letters of their name, or other marks that shall, be
known. These and all spare clothing belonging to every person, she shall take into her custody, and cause them
to be washed and mended, and deliver out to each person clean shirts or shifts, and receive from them their foul
ones every sabbath morning.

When any person dies, she shall immediately take care of the clothes belonging to the deceased, cause them
to be washed or cleansed, and if necessary mended, and deposit them in the place provided for clothing. For
her assistance there shall be proper persons appointed by the superintendents, for these services. When any
person dies, the nurse attending, shall immediately give notice to the keeper, who shall forthwith order a coffin
to be sent, and the dead person being washed and laid out in a decent manner, shall without delay, be placed
into the coffin and conveyed to the room appointed for that purpose, and from thence, in a proper time to the
place of interment.

RULE 3.
PERSONS ADMITTED INTO THE HOUSE.

No person shall be admitted into the said Poor House for their maintenance, unless on an order from, or
brought by, a proper officer, duly authorized by law; and all persons upon their admission, shall be examined,
whether they are clear and free from foul distempers. Such as shall not be found clean, and such as have any
infectious or foul disorder, shall be put in some particular apartment, until they are cleansed and cured. All
shall be obliged to keep themselves washed and combed, and their clothes neat, and whole, and to change their
shirts or shifts once a week.

All persons admitted, who are capable of working, shall be employed, as well to inure them to labour, as to
contribute to their support.

At the stated hours fixed by the superintendents, all persons who are capable of working, shall repair to their
proper apartments or places allotted for them, where they shall work orderly, and at such business, and as many
hours as the superintendents shall appoint.

They shall not curse, swear, strike, abuse, give ill language or be clamorous, but shall behave themselves
soberly, decently and courteously towards each other, and respectfully to all, especially their keeper, and that
due observance be paid to the sabbath and during divine service. When any children are received into the
house, some suitable woman shall be appointed to take care of them, who is to take care that they be dressed,
washed and combed every morning. At a suitable age they shall be taught to read, &c. at such hours, as shall
be appointed by the superintendents, and the rest of their time shall be employed in such work as shall be
assigned them.

When any person is taken sick, he shall be removed to the apartment provided for that purpose, that they
may have the benefit of nursing and medical assistance.
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EMPLOYMENT OF THE PEOPLE.

The bell shall be rung or other notice given every morning, to call the family up, and such as are able shall
repair to the several places appointed for them, to work, and shall keep diligently at work, from such hours in
the morning, to such hours in the evening, as the superintendents shall from time to time direct, excepting so
much time as shall be employed in husbandry, gardening &c¢, except when the weather is too inclement to work
out. They shall, at such times be employed in such other suitable employ, as the keeper shall appoint, and
excepting such as shall be judged more profitable to employ at their trades.

Such women as are capable, shall be employed in spinning, knitting, sewing, &c, at the discretion of the
superintendents.

DIET

The superintendents shall from time to time, and as often as they shall think necessary, agree upon the diet of
the house, to be continued till their further orders. At meal times, all those who are able to attend, shall, upon
the ringing of the bell or other notice, meet at the place appointed, and eat together or in classes, as the
superintendents shall direct, in an orderly manner, agreeable to rule second. None shall speak loud or whisper
at table on pain of being removed and deprived of that meal. Such as shall not attend at the appointed time
shall loose that meal, unless there be good reasons for their absence.

GOVERNMENT OF THE HOUSE

All immoralities and disobedience to the government of the house, and other misbehavior, shall be noted in a
book by the keeper, and laid before the superintendents, that such rudeness and immorality may be restrained,
and peace and good order maintained.

Whereas some slothful persons may pretend sickness or lameness to excuse themselves from labour, such
persons shall be examined by the physician, and if it appear by his report and other concurring circumstances
that those persons made false excuses, they shall be punished by confinement in a cell or some other solitary
place, and fed on bread and water until they comply, or in some other legal way, as the superintendents shall
determine.

Such as behave themselves soberly and decently, and observe the rules and orders of the house, and faithfully
perform the tasks assigned them, shall receive some suitable reward from the superintendents.

None shall presume to beg money or any other thing, directly or indirectly from any person who shall come
to visit the house, on penalty of imprisonment not exceeding forty eight hours for each offence.

All who are hired by the superintendents or keeper and receive wages for their services in the house, shall
conform to such laws, orders and regulations as shall be agreed on by the superintendents, on pain of being
discharged.

If any persons shall neglect to repair to their proper place to work, or being there shall refuse to work, or
shall loiter, be idle or shall not well perform the task of work wet them, or shall waste or spoil any of the
materials or tools, or shall deface the walls, or break the windows, or shall disturb the house by clamorous
quarrelling, fighting or abusive language, or shall bring any strong liquors into the house without leave, or shall
behave disrespectfully to any, or shall be guilty of lying, or in any other respect act immorally, they shall be
punished by withholding their regular means, not exceeding one days allowance, or by being confined in a cell,
or some solitary place and supported on bread and water, at the discretion of the keeper, not exceeding seventy
two hours: unless the board of superintendents order a longer confinement, or proceed against them before a
justice of the peace, there to be dealt with according to law.

The foregoing rules and regulations were agreed to, at a meeting of the board of superintendents, held at the
Orange County Poor house, on Monday the seventh of February one thousand eight hundred and thirty one.

WILLIAM SMITH
JESSE WOOD, Jr. SUPERINTENDENTS
JOHN WILSON

DANIEL CORWIN

GILBERT HOLMES.

We the undersigned, Judges of the court of Common Pleas for said county, do hereby sanction the foregoing
rules and regulations. Dated Feb. 24th 1831.
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Student Sheet
Questions for Lesson 4

1. How often were Superintendents of the Poor required to visit the
poorhouse?

2.  What issues were to be discussed at their meetings?

3. Who was responsible for choosing the keeper of the poorhouse?

4. List the keeper’s responsibilities.

5. What were the punishments for a disorderly pauper?

6. What were some of the rules concerning mealtime?

7. What could happen to a pauper that did not obey these mealtime rules?

8. What were the duties of the female assistant?

9. How often were clothing of the residents required to be washed?
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10.

What would happen to a pauper at their time of death?

11.

What was the process for admission to the poorhouse?

12,

Describe the care given to young children?

13.

In what types of labor would men and women be employed?

14.

What offenses were punishable?

15.

What alternatives to punishments could have been used to keep order at
poorhouses?
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Duties of the Superintendent of the Poor

YT TR YN T WA SH WUE SO S | (TN S SR TR S S

Objectives
Students will analyze a Superintendent of the Poor’s receipt for a one-year
period and determine some of his job responsibilities.

Vocabulary
Debit, bedstead, bedcords

Background Information

The 1836/37 receipt used in this document was originally found at the
Huguenot Historical Society Archives. It was later sent to the Ulster County
Clerk’s Office. This receipt was filed by Thomas N. Jansen, one of the early
Ulster County Superintendents of the Poor. Superintendents of the Poor were
not required to keep their receipts in an official book at this time.

Lesson Overview

The students will be given a copy of a poorhouse receipt with a questionnaire
to help guide them through the document. The teacher will discuss the date of
this document and review what a receipt is. After completing their
questionnaire, the class will assemble and discuss their answers.

Document 5.2
Ulster County Debits to Samuel Hasbrouck
Ulster County Clerk’s Office

Document 5.b
1829 Map of New Paltz and vicinity - detail and legend
Ulster County Clerk’s Office
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Questions to Guide Students through Document 5.a and 5.b

*  Choose three items purchased by the Superintendent of the Poor. Can you
make any assumptions as to why these items were purchased? How might
these items be used?

*  What types (categories) of items did the Superintendent of the Poor
purchase? (ie. food)

*  Judging from this list, what type of tasks did the Superintendent of the
Poor do?

*  Find the County Poorhouse on the map. When the Superintendent
mentions crossing over the river, which river do you think he means? (Use

the 1829 map of New Paltz and vicinity)

*  What is the significance of Samuel Hasbrouck specifying when goods or
people come from “across the river”?

*  List any unfamiliar terms.
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Transcription of Document 5.a

Ulster County, D.r (Debit) to Samuel Hasbrouck

Paid for Sawfiles, Chisels, Sawset

Paid Uriah Linderbeck for fetching Lime}

Paid for Paupers, & bringing them over the

Paid for 100 Bushels of Rye, ___7..6 per Bushels
Received Nov. 2" - 1837 from Thos N. Jansen one of the Superin
tendents of the Poor the above Sum of $164 . 62 in full
$164.62

Samuel Hasbrouck

1836 Nov. I8™ ] ettt
For expenses 10 KiNgSTOMN .........coucoueveecievinciececeteecieieneeveeesiss s
Paid for Ladles and Brooms .............cccevevenvvenronne.

1837} Oilstone, and Window GIlass ..........ueeeevvcnenn..
April I} Discharged Eight PAupers, P .......ccucoeveueecereerverenas
Do. 17" Paid for School Books, & Bedcords .....................
May Paid for Shad & Herring ..........cvvevecvivevvvvennnnn,
Expenses for bringing the same..............cueuueeenn.....
Paid for second handed hats ............. PN
P fOT WOOL ...ooeeeeeereveeeeeeeseeeeserer s
Paid Daniel Requa, for Straw .........oueeeeeeenenenne..
Paid for LiMe .......covevueeeieeeiieieveseviireseresesns
Paid for a pr. of Calfskin Boots for Mrs. Brower ..
Paid the carpenter, for making 8 Bedsteads ..........
Paid for second hand hats ...........c.ceeeeuerecenannnn,

from over the River, & p. for the Limej .............

River, & fetching a box of Dr. Huff, for Dr. Deyo ..
Paid for Carpenter’s TOOLS ........coveeeveeevecrenvennnnn,
Paid for Tea, over the River .........ouuuveveoeeneenannn,
Paid for Potatoes, over the River ............cueeeu....
FPaid for cleaning the Clock at the Old house........
Paid for HOREY .......ccoouveveerieeiereeeeveiiees s eensnns

................... $ cts

................... 3.00

................... 0. 68

................... 6. 00
................... 2.00
.......... eveeeened . 00

................. 12 . 00

................... 1.50

................... 3. 00

................. 14 . 00

................... 3. 00
................... 1. 00
................... 1. 38
................... 2.75
................... 2.00

................... 1.25

................... 1. 94
................... 2.25
................... 4. 50
.................. 2. 00
..................... 0. 50
..................... 2. 00

$164..62
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Student Sheet
Questions to Documents 5.a and 5.b

1. Choose three items purchased by the Superintendent of the Poor. Can you
form a hypothesis as to why these items were purchased? How might
these items be used?

2. What types (categories) of items did the Superintendent of the Poor
purchase? : :

3. Judging from this list, what type of tasks did the Superintendent of the
Poor do?

4.  Find the County Poorhouse on the map. When the Superintendent
mentioned crossing over the river, which river could he have meant? Why?
(Use the 1829 map of New Paltz)

5. What is the significance of Samuel Hasbrouck specifying when goods or
people came from “across the river”?

6. List any unfamiliar terms.

L



Objectives

Students will search the poorhousestory.com website to find information
pertaining to the conditions of poorhouses in specific counties in N'Y. They will
compare the data they discovered on various poorhouses in NYS and form
assumptions as to what life may have been like living in one.

Vocabulary
asylum, insane, idiotic

Background Information

In January of 1857, the NYS Senate met to review a report given by a select
committee that was asked to visit “all charitable institutions supported or
assisted by the State, and all city and county poor and work houses and jails,”
and ‘to examine into the condition of the said establishments, their receipts and
expenditures, their methods of instruction, and the government, treatment, and
management of the inmates, the conduct of the trustees, directors, and other
officers of the same, and all other matters whatever pertaining to their
usefulness and good government,” The following is a copy of their report:

Since the adjournment of the Legislature, they have, for
five months, with some intermissions, been engaged in the
investigations required by the resolution of the Senate.
They have diligently examined into the existing condition
of the poor houses, work houses, hospitals, jails, orphan
and lunatic asylums, and other charitable and reformatory
institutions, supported or assisted by the State; and have
committed to writing the evidence taken in the course of
their investigations, an abstract of which is appended to
this report. Much of the evidence is necessarily of such a
character, that a publication of it, in detail, for general
perusal, would not be desirable.

Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 6
The Counties of New York State
Ulster County Clerk’s Office
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Overview of Lesson
Each group of students will be directed back to the poorhousestory.com

- website. From there they will go to the Poorhouses by State site (left side of the

page) and then click on New York. From there, each group will be given three
counties in addition to Ulster County to look up (The teacher may choose to
use different counties). The teacher will also distribute a map of the counties in
New York. Students will be instructed to use the 1857 Report Data Sheet to
record their findings. Each group will present their results to the class. The
teacher may choose to measure a 20° x 30’ rectangle (the size of a room
housing 45 paupers at the Ulster County Poorhouse).

Group 1 — Albany, Schenectady, Schoharie, Ulster
Group 2 — Queens, Bronx, Kings-Brooklyn, Ulster
Group 2 — Dutchess, Columbia, Rockland, Ulster
Group 4 — Cayuga, Erie, Greene, Ulster

Group 5 — Putnam, Seneca, Broome, Ulster
Group 6 — Sullivan, Livingston, Oswego, Ulster
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1857 Senate Report Data Sheet

Name of
County

Location
in NYS

Description of
building

Number and
description
of paupers

Treatment
of the

insane

Interesting
details

Ulster County

P

s



Two Sides to the Story
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Objectives

Students will examine two different reports of the conditions of the Ulster
County Poorhouse. They will try to determine the validity-of the reports and
make assumptions as to which one or ones were accurate.

Vocabulary
lunatics, insane, ablution, annulled

Background Information

There are more than fifty newspaper accounts describing the care and
treatment of the residents of the county poorhouse found in local newspapers.
The three presented for this activity were found in late nineteenth century
editions of the New Paltz Independent, a local newspaper with a democratic
voice. Often the political party of the Superintendent tainted the contents of a
report.

Overview of Lesson

Half the class will be given Documents 7.a and 7.b. The other half will be
given Documents 7.c and 7.d. Students will be provided with guiding questions
to use with each document.

Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 7.a

Ulster Co. Poor House article

New Paltz Independent, July 10, 1873
Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection

Questions to Guide Students through Document 7.a

*  When was this article published? By whom?

How did the reporter describe the conditions at the poorhouse?

Who did he blame for the conditions at the poorhouse?

What do you think could have been done to change the living conditions?
How long do you think it took for conditions to change?

Document 7.b

Ulster’s. Poor House — Two Sides of the Story
Part 1

New Paltz Independent, 1886
Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection

Questions to Guide Students through Document 7.b
*  When was this article published? By whom?

s Why were the Supervisors visiting the poorhouse?

*  How did they describe the food served to the residents?

*  Describe the Supervisors’ impressions of the old building.
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Document 7.c

Ulster Co. Poor House article

New Paltz Independent, August 3, 1871
Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection

Questions to Guide Students through Document 7.c

*  When was this article published? By whom?

*  How does he describe the conditions at the poorhouse? (sleeping
accommodations, food, etc.)

*  How were the "lunatics” kept?

Document 7.d

Ulster’s Poor House — Two Sides of the Story
Part 2

The Other Side of the Story

New Paltz Independent, 1886
Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection

Questions to Guide Students through Document 7.d

*  When was this article published? By whom? (Look back to the beginning
of this article to find the date)

*  What is Superintendent Saxton’s version of the visit by the Ulster County
Supervisors?

*  How did Superintendent Saxton explain why no one met the County
Supervisors at the train depot

¢  How does he describe the food the paupers are given?

Extension Activities
1. Have half the class take the role of Supervisors making a positive review
of the poorhouse. The other half will take the role of Supervisors taking a
negative look at the conditions. They will prepare a speech to present to
the class supporting their findings.
2. ltis 1875. You are a newspaper reporter working undercover to expose
the real conditions at the poorhouse. Write your story!
3. Create a Discussion Web
The students will work in pairs and discuss the following question:
Should the poorhouse system be abolished?
Use the following format:

Reasons

No Yes

Should the poorhouse
system be abolished?

Conclusion
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Students are given a question, and then paired off to discuss this question.
Working with the web, (Figure 1), students will take turns jotting down in
the Yes and No columns of the chart, the reasons why they agree or
disagree with the question. Students will try to come up with equal
numbers of yes and no answers. By looking at both sides of the issue,
they will be engaged in critical thinking.

Each pair will now join another pair and compare their responses. They
will work toward a group consensus. Each person is asked to keep an
open mind. It’s okay for a student to disagree. They will have an
opportunity to voice their opinion during the large group discussion.
Each group will share their responses with the class.

Who'll 'Wee;p for Me?
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Document 7.a

July 10, 1873

—— e

ULSTER CO. POOR HOUSE.—
“Mohonk,” a correspondent, writes to:
the Ellenville Jowrnal, a very sensi-
ble article on the above subject. Be-
low will be found the main portion :

“On one of the handsomest plateaus
of New.- Haltz is situated the Ulster
County Poor House,—a place design-
ed as a hospital for the indigent sick,
blind, lame, and other unfortuuates of
our county.

“““On approaching the place the vis-
itor notices the naked situation of the

 buildings—void of trees, shrubberry,
|or any structure caleulated to protect
the inmates from the burning rays of
a summer sun. As nothing contri-
butes more to the comfort and attrac-
tiveness of a home in this country
than a proper area of shade, it seems
strange that in a locality where trees

cost onlv the labor of transplanting |
this should have been so long neglec- b

ted. It is even more inexplicable
when on nearer approach it is noticed
that an acre or two surrounding the
building is.unused, except as a tramp-
ing ground for the inmates. ~How
much more inviting and comfortable
would the whole be rendered by dot-

ting here and there the barren space |

with a clump of evergreens, and an
occasional’elm or maple,

“The buﬂdings consist of the keep-

er’s house, the usual farm. buildings,

and three others for unfortunate in-|
mates. . Through- the courtesy. of the

Superintendent, who seems o be a
kind-hearted, gentlemanly man, we
find access to.ohe of these, which is
the main building, of wood, two sto-
| ries, and divided into halls and com-
partments extending across its. width.
The ceilings. are low; so low that a
person of moderate height can nearly
reach them with his hand while stand-
ing on the floor. At first we are
struck with a sickening sensation,
arising from the foul air which greets
our nostrils, and which subsequent
examination shows

pervading the
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place. As there is no ventilation,
except by opening the doors or rais-
ing the windows, this can not well be
avoided ; and it the air is thus sick-
ening and disagreeable in its effects
on the casual visitor, who breathes it
only for a moment., how poisonous
must it-be to.those who inhale no oth-
er. It seems strange that a hospital
should be planned and built, in the
latter half of the nineteenth century
without any means of ventilation.—
And it is still more strange that our
Board of Supervisors should from year
to year give their official sanction to
existing arrangements.. Wanting, as]
this plaee does, the most important
element.of life—pure air,—how is it
possible for its inmates to enjoy
health ?

“But there are other wants cqually
urgent. An examination shows that

there are no bathing facilities ; neith-
er is there water available for this

““An opportunity was afforded the
writer to see the food prepared for
use ; and vwhile this is evidently suffi-
cient in'quantity, it nevertheless seems
unfitted for feeding the sick and fee-
ble ones who are only supposed to

purpose. A brackish water, for the
whole .establishment, is raised by:
means of a hand pump, from a swell
in the yard; and this covered by a
leaky platform which suffers much of
the waste and accumulating tilth to
return to the fountain,—and in this
condition the fluid is distributed for
washing, and culinary purposes, as|
needed. Adjacent to the pump, and
on the- platform, is a large trough, and
here such of the patients -as are able
to walk, are expected to perform
their ablutions. As this must be
done-without. thie aid of towels or nap-
kins, and in cold weathér the labor is
both disagreeable and painful, it is
not remarkable that many excuse
themselves from the duty altegether.

“The keeper cannot without air
and an ample supply of pure water,
preserve  cleanliness; and hence
should not be held responsible for the
filth, vermin, and disease which nat-
urally follow.

- whiskey, and-more in exploring with

'have a home here. The great sta-
ples are pork, potatoes, rye bread,
and corn meal made into mush; the
latter served with molasses and water,
While this bill ot fare would be ac-
ceptable if well served to 118;!'(1_7. .la-
borers, it does not seem very inviting

to the feeble inmates. Bat though in
these particulars there could be a
change for the better, the errors of |
diet sink into insignificance, compar-
ed to the great want of pure air and
water. A hospital without ventilation
and bathing facilities, is from meces-
#ity a charnal house; and to send a
person of delicate health to'the Uls-
ter County Poor- House, as it now is,
without these most important ele-
ments of life—air and water—is to
carry him ta death,

“And now, cannot these defects,
which are obvious to a thoughtful ob-
server, be remedied ? Cannot air and
water, which are supplied s0 bounti-
fully by -Providence, be afforded in
some way to.the helpless inmates of
this institution ?

“If our board of Supervisors, at
their next visit of iu}spection, spend
less time in discussing the dinner,
prepared.in-the Keeper's house with
ithe “usual comcomitants of wine and-

cool heads and honest' hearts, the
wants of the "institution and the un-
fortunates who are there domiciled,
the. evils which arc 8o glaring will be
seen and. not passed over, as hereto-
fore, with-a formal vote of approba-
tion.
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_ - House. |
Twe Bides Iy gue Tlory.

w%mﬁdgg{m&:wﬁmn
10 the coonty bowmgy . -
. “Oh yes, ws Fad ’m enjoyable:
; ﬁ:_na‘w our trip M~w_;°“3‘e~?|

said ove of the Supgevisore, speaking:
of tbe visit of the Bdard to the new,

poor honse and ae .
“It was a oold; v dav.the kind
om!';hdt, lo make x mfn feel at peace
-Pnlf:‘n"g q-”ﬁgm'h“- At Nsw
xton elad . Buperiptepdent:
Saxton wouid magte. bt be didn’t..

Bupervisor Heslirpagk was at the sta.
tion and kindly eoudueted us through

the-State-Nermal Behool, which. is

located Desr.ibs depot. I tell you
i thst is 2 mode] jnabintion,everythin
' = and

tinstfop.” . o et .
3 _¢_“,S’82,fon‘_1:‘:‘;iz§f,ﬁ-§_'grra.‘ix§fng A re-
_cepu?n.tt,‘gh.eip‘do-y frouse, insamuch
ag this is the firgd ¥ysit of the Board
to that iostitafiss 3y “v gréal meny
years,” was tha'e¢pfination vf one of
theparty. - .- - - N
““8o0 on'wé teknly rofe. With ‘never
mind the wenther <y 100Z %8 we were
to‘b'-hear_fﬂ m .. —— -

B i Bt o .‘ bh!'
15 tambeiisr £ Bitla Badgf b 80,
+ VR4 tiave beetr éisily acbommodated
i {7 that throeséafar: 30 about 4 trips ;.
Ythe time tbe 18t 168d had - palled

e
g tom, who.lalled ol Ircyrv'atnear-,
Twecm s aachaant

through, the first wenld have been
Jready fo -reforo. - -

Fioally we réached the county farm,
alighted from.onr vehieles, snd foond
our way 88 best we .oonld (for there
was no one theretothowus,) into the
Superiotendent’s office. Here wag a
recsption indeed. It was about as
warm as the cold afgrmy day., We
distribnted ourrelves into the £ ebsirs
tust atood stifly agaiost the wall;|
that 18 4 of the party-inanaged to se-.
care. the meats,- while'the 'mmainder?
stood up or gat dJown on the floor.—
Alter waiting over balf an hour for
gome one {o comeand say they were
glad to see ue, wa nailed up two flags

ou the ontside of the office 65 & signal

that we had been there, and then

started over to look at-the new poor!
honse, .which -is-losited abount $00

yards from the office.  'We were un—
Imolested .on our We¥ Over, no- one

seemed to be afraid of us, not even
couple of dilapidated old pnupers that
hurried into the old poor honae build.
ing as wopassedil,

A thorongh examination was made
of tbe pew building; 1t 18 a eredit to
the county,and while thers in nothing
extravagant about it, yet.there is an
sir of comfort lingeribg. within its
walls: Its arrangements sre cooven-
ient and it conveys the idea thaf its
managament oan bascoriomical. The
Superiotendent did fivally arrive,

«Yen, ho knew the Supervisors wers
coming, and had sent & gonveyance
over to ‘the Paltz’ to bring them over::
He thought'be would let them look
aronnd and enjoy {hemselves.”

“Did you go throngh the old poor
honse ?. Yes,we did,and-Iam sorrv. for |
‘one, I did: 'Ob, bow my head does
ache when I think of it, but I onght
tobe tough inasmushas I.am a8 mew-

wheu we retarned.

ber of this Board. . Tle paupers. were
' 3 X ﬂf P, - wond

l[;hni their: bw SN L

whist ooy dropped in® od ot hquid
Ibelieve they called it aolfe. On en-

quiriog of an old man whylhev did it

Who'tl Weejo for Me?

he answered :

“The bread is so sout, lbat we can
eaf it in no other way, youses it outs
just ljké wet dough.” .
~ One of the Sapérvisor asked an
old pauper who comes lrom some-’
where up back of Waoditock if he
waan't getting fat, he remarked-that
he was getting very stout. -

. “When we eut Yhe sour bread up
into the coffee it makes amess some-
thipg like swill.. . I lmow that swill
msakes hogs fat, 50 I eal lois of this
staff and T get fat; too.”

#Aired, well now that old poor
boase is well aired, batitdon't let ont
the stink, plenty of windblows in, but
it don’t blow ont,. Welovked into
the big room where themen sleep,tho
air wag 8o rank fhat it wearly tarned
ue upside down. Oh, Iean't deseribe
it, it Is too sickening.  Now there ia
no excase for such a condilion of
things-and I koow ity Iused to visit
the poor bouse when Ben. Winne was
Superiniendent, the piupers were
plainly, but:well fed, the fooms were
io good order,clesn and fit to go into;
but they wére nol tha.day-we- visited.
that institation. I'm not surprisdd

from what 1 vaw that tbe present Su-|

perintendent is opposed to an annual
visit of the Suapervisors to the poor
house. Howsver, hé gave us a good
dinner. the featare of the day being
the carying match between Sapervis-
ors Qoutant end DeWitt

So you ses we enjoyed the visit,
were three times:g'ad—when we star_

ted, when_we had our dioner, and|
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Document 7.c

of their arrangements, and it is confirmed

i The sleeping apartments are even luxu- !

August 3, 1871

Tre Urster County Poor House.—The
editor of the Gazette paid & visit to thec
County House last week, and gives 1ts*
readers some interesting data c:oncernmg3
the institution. The building dedicated * z
and set apart to Ulster’s poor, is a plain, !
substantial one, 120 feet in length and’
25 in width, painted brown. The apart-}
ments are kept scrupulously neat and
clean, and airy and well ventilated ; in|
fact an air of comfort pervades the whole:
of the interior arrangements. Much ;
credit is due Superintendent Wmne, :
and his son, for the admirable perfectlon ;

€

and borne witness to by the universal
expression of praise and gratitude, from
the mouths of those under their charge. ,

riously comfortable. The dining room
for the inmates is in the basement of the
building ; two long tables being spread,
the males occupying one and the females |
the other. Benches are provided as
seats. The food is of a substantial char-
acter ; meat is served once a day, with i

e,

tea, coffee, good bread, milk and vegeta- |

bles. Butter is given them four times a
week. The institution is not wholly self- |;
supporting ; there is, however, a farm
connected with it, npon which those la- ;
bor who are physically able. Much of ;
the labor of the house is done»by the i m—,
mates, but nothing is dendanded or ex~;

acted inconsistent with health. In fact,
there is a parental influence exercised;
over all, and in case of sickness the moth-
erly care of Mrs. Winne is extended, pro-’
viding such delicacies as would be very
palatable to any one. Lunatics are as-

signed a different building from the main

oue, and are not, as heretofore, kept in

close confinement under lock and key,

but are allowed the range of the yard,-
which is really conducive to their resto-

ration and health. This, only in cases
of harmless insanity, of sourse. More-
stringent measures are used if the sub-:
jects are violent, and give reason to fem'i‘
injuries to themselves or others. !

R yee—yye
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Document 7.d

1886

.THE OTEEB BIDX OP THE BTOBY.
. The Freeman' sent -a reporter. to sey
Supermtendenffﬂq"ton and sacerfain
how mnoh ionndsﬁon of“ truth there

) R

[P

Jtollows. - :Superméjﬂasbmuck hnd
told Superintendenhw Saxtoh that be
had engaged A. D; Rdyeaa stages to
1take the party tc’ th'a:ojuutv bouse —
Asa matter o!«facf thede stages bad
more than enﬁiclenqm‘om to oarry all
the party. However‘*fto make sure
that there was seoo oaahon endugh
Mr, Saxton bad send x-wagon, ‘which:
did not arrive af Néiy"“]?altz untxﬂhe"
pearty had left the egot, “besause it
wag not* suppose&t 1t the. Sapervis~
ors would arrive on !h‘aiﬁrs} morning.

o the’ poor
quahtroﬂhe‘fd&&f&;i;hﬁhéd{the Fres

5,-‘ 3ihe
Pttﬁek SR BeAT

vu.

.. tha mn;w- s, %pn um a.y, wasi
baked by Wil Dange,mho was the!

boket dn-iqg the tima Be in Win-
nowas Sﬂmﬁnieﬁdmt 7. Bexton
t0ld fose fonah ehesper uﬁein d}

[{ood 6fp at prossnt, !bamwbm M.
 Wipog wa  Bapetinteadent. " He nid‘i

there'id fin need of giving quk paor,
‘tes, cofl-=, or posr flonr to miké
bread The o~flse purgbased for the
'Poor Hooaa consists of .marscaibo,

slightly weakened or adolterated with

. ,fooa uveed at lhe connty honme, arel

lcoﬁ'ee, tea, beans, epdfish and mack-|
1 |Brel

man}ggy! H 'j’

On beitg s Eilia Tood g giv- |-
enjg;ﬂjgp@ﬁpﬁma ; "‘a]ly about
the “sour b witon gave, at

‘ehickory- Tbis adolteration is pleas.
ing to ‘ans is asked- for by many of
the panpers.. The sisple articles of|

I pork. beel. vegetables—of aH . kinds,

All the females, except three,
'at ibe eoanty house, and the verv old

~nd invelid men. ayas fod on food pre-|.
) buperinfendenESutun-smd to. tha T

;pared at the SaperintenSents Bonse,
'and they ot amoog otber ¢ . the

beat of wrheat bread and fresh bntter. .
In buyingfood for the jomatea Saxton |

1871 S Uint SeRitemane He-bara
L, et rhn sen dammn a0d not]

Be' bnyj_r his. grocenes i, [fx%é'cﬁy;ar 1
MwbaleaaTe ard. b wita < (He fowest
pricas nn- ‘g’ood stocn.  He buysalso
of the fzrmers. if they sell their pro-
doete *Tight”™ Thbree yedrs rgzo be
wanted a stont. voung and intelligent
man. ¢f s'radr.hahilass bis assigiant
A farmer in Shewanguokrecommend-
ed to bim Nathan H. Blazk, of the
town of Wawarsing, who. sinee that
Hae, has filled tbe place. very satis—
faatorily.. Baxton sayz it-is a part of
'BlaoEs “dutles to wateh day
that the panpera do the cooking and
bakmg properly, aod il “thera.was
ed gc “mrbnub“—fmﬁwwmi
" NOANATOD _ADTIIAD.

blame must rest on the shoulders of.a
Demoerat, ag {hat i3’ Rlack’s poiitics.
On Tbankegiving Day,. the panpers
‘were givén fresh beef—n nteer had
been kxlled 2 day or two’ previons—
and otber 2ood things to eat. Saxton
‘naively 8aid tbat if 8l the families of
the Supervisors bad as good lbmg*:
to eat 28 tbe people at the county
honses op Thanksgiviog Day. they
were !ortunate, indeed Og Christ-
mss, Lhe iomates will have 8 tarkey
diover. The crops of the farm, thix
year, were 500 bu-bels of oats, 300
baebels of rye, 1200 bnskels of corn
on the cob, £0 bushels of buckwheat,
100 basbels of wheat and a very large
.quantity of vegetavles, Kigbteen |

Logs; ruiced on tue farm and twelve
henght of farmere. hiave haen hnteh- |

ored, und with the exception ‘of the
‘bams, carefully “salted. down” for
nse.

Wheo'll Weep for Me?

The reporter of the Freeman goes
on to state that maoy of the ‘inmates
ol ‘the’ ‘county houso, informed
him that good food was provided and
evérylhing. done” for comfort. that’
06dld by done it the old building. -

In sefersaco to this old building

-

portor. = - n
The tims for ngmg the old bmld-—
mgu general serubbing. and- white-

washing, 10 times past, was when the_

Sapervisors. were in-session. At pres-
ent, representatives of the State Char-
mes and other sassociations for the

eare-of-the-poor.and of criminals make

surptise visits to the county house.—
Nu one knows when they are coming.
They. examine. everytbmg, faste the
bread and provisions, and’ report.to
the autborxtxes‘ They have raported,
time and agein, that Saxton is doing
the bést® he cra with the facilities at
‘hapd, and a fair report from people
of the expenence they have is- praige
mdeed . .
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Student Sheet
Questions for Document 7.a

1.  'When was this article published? By whom?

2. How did the reporter describe the conditions at the poorhouse?

3. Who did he blame for the conditions at the poorhouse?

4. What do you think could have been done to change the living conditions
at the poorhouse?

5. How long do you think it took for conditions to change? Why?

Student Sheet
Questions for Document 7.b

1. When was this article published ? By whom ?

2. Why were the Supervisors visiting the poorhouse?

3. How were the Supervisors greeted at the station and then at the
poorhouse?

4. How did they describe the food served to the residents?




Who'll Weep for Me?

5. Describe the Supervisors’ impressions of the old building.

Student Sheet

Questions for Document 7.c

1. When was this article published ? By whom ?

2. How does the reporter describe the conditions at the poorhouse? (sleeping
accommodations, food, etc.)

3. How are the “lunatics” kept?

Student Sheet
Questions for Document 7.d

1. When was this article published? By whom? ( Look back to the beginning
of this article to find the date).

2. What is Superintendent Saxton’s version of the Ulster County Supervisor’s
visit?

49
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3. How did Superintendent Saxton explain why no one met the County
Supervisors at the train depot?
4. How does Saxton describe the food the paupers are given?

P
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Objectives
Students will analyze data from the 1852 and 1875 poorhouse admission

books and will create bar graphs representing the months, backgrounds, and
occupations of paupers who were admitted to the poorhouse.

Vocabulary
tinker, milliner, molder, tailoress, decrepitude

Background Information
When the poorhouse system was introduced in NYS, the law required all
Superintendents of the Poor to keep a registry of all paupers entering their
poorhouse. Name, town, nationality, age, and cause of dependence were
required. By 1875, a more formal registry was required with more than 40
questions. Document 8.c contains the details of this new law. A copy of this
information was sent monthly to Albany. It is currently stored at the New
York State Archives.

Overview of Lesson

The teacher will show excerpts from the 1852 and 1875 admission books on
an overhead or an LCD projector. The following website can be used to see an
actual photo of pages from 1848: http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/poorhouse/
documents/admissions.html It is easy to notice the difference between the
admission data available from the 1845 book and the 1875 book. Prior to
1875, the Keeper of the Poorhouse was only required to note the name,
nationality, age, sex, cause for dependence, nationality, and the town the
pauper was living in. The teacher can hand out the list of information
required by NYS after 1875. The class can discuss why these changes might
have been made.

The whole class discussion questions should be used to outline the major
features of each admission book. The class will then be divided into four
groups. Each group will be given a data sheet, guiding questions, and blank
graph paper. The data was transcribed by the author from the actual admission
books. Each group will use the given data to create a chart. The class will
regroup and come up with some hypotheses to explain the data.

Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 8.a
Excerpt from 1852 Poorhouse Admission book
Ulster County Clerk’s Office

Whole Class Discussion Questions
e What information appears to be listed in each admission?
e Why do you think this information was important?

51



Who'll Weey for Me?

Document 8.b
Excerpt from 1875 Poorhouse Admission book
Ulster County Clerk’s Office

Document 8.c

Legislative Instruction for the
Completion of Certificates
Linda Crannell

Page 2

Whole Class Discussion Questions

What information appears to be listed on each admission?
Why do you think the admission forms were changed in 1875?
Why do you think this information was important?

Information for Data Sheet #1

Data for Residents Admitted During 1852

Jan Feb March {Apr  |May |[June |July |Aug |[Sept |Oct |[Nov |Dec
25 17 8 20 15 7 13 12 16 16 16 37

Activity and Guiding Questions for Data Sheet #1

Draw a graph of the months of the year on the Y-axis and the number of
people admitted on the X-axis.

What months appear to have the most people admitted? The least?

Why do you think this is so?

Information for Data Sheet #2

Data for Residents Admitted During 1880

Jan Feb March |[Apr  |May |June |July [Aug |Sept |Oct Nov |Dec
21 9 7 6 6 3 3 8 6 10 16 37

Activity and Guiding Questions for Data Sheet #2

Draw a graph of the months of the year on the Y-axis and the number of
people admitted on the X-axis.

What months appear to have the most people admitted? The least?

Why do you think this is so?

52
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Information for Data Sheet # 3

Data from 1852 Reasons for Admission

Brought from Utica -1
Consumption — 4
Debauchery — 10
Debauchery of Parents— 8
Decrepitude — 26
Delirium/Torment - 1
Destitution —~ 31

Frozen -3

Idiocy - 2

Idiocy/Insanity - 1
Idleness - 2

Insanity - 11
Intemperance - 7
Intemperance of parents — 3

Laziness — 2
Lead colic-1

Lunacy -3
Old age-5
Orphan -2
Palsied -2

Prostitution — 1
Recklessness of parents — 1
Scurvy — 1

Ship fever — 10

Sickness — 31

Want of employment - 7

Activity and Guiding Questions for Data Sheet #3

Draw a graph of the number of residents admitted on the Y-axis and the
reasons they were admitted on the X-axis.
What reason appears to be the most prevalent during this year? The least?

Why do you think this is so?

Information for Data Sheet 4

Data for Occupations of Poorhouse Inhabitants — 1875

Blacksmith

Boat man

Cement barrel trimmer
Cooper

Farmer

Hard to tell
Housework

Laborer

Machinist

Mason

Milliner

Molder

None

Powder manufacturer
Shoemaker

Tailoress

Tinker

W W

[ S IS N S N N N e T e oY

Activity and Guiding Questions for Data Sheet #4

Draw a graph of the number of residents admitted on the Y-axis and their

occupations on the X-axis.

What occupation appears to be the most prevalent during this year? The least?

Why do you think this is so?

Wﬁo’[(Weqafor Me?
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APPENDIX # 2 -- Legislative Instructions for Completion of Certificates
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STATE OF NEW YORK--OFFICE OF STATE BOARD OF CHARITIES
ALBANY, September 20,1875.
To keepers and other proper officers of poor-houses and alms-houses:
The following instructions are hereby, furnished to keepers and other proper
officers of poor-houses and alms-houses for the record of Inmates, as provided by
Act Chapter 140 of the laws of 1875:

I. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

The book for the record of inmates of poor-houses and alms-houses herewith
provided, is not to be substitated for the general register now kept in these insti-
tutions, but is to be maintained in addition to such register. It is required of
superintendents and overseers of the poor, to give such information as practicable
regarding each person brought or sent by them to poor-houses or alms-houses, and
such information is be to recorded by the keeper or other proper officer. No record
of State paupers or of tramps need be kept in this book, as the registration of these
classes is otherwise provided for. The book should be carefully preserved in the
institution, and copies of the record made and forwarded to this office on the first
day of each mouth, in the manner hereinafter directed.

II. THE RECORD

The names of the paupers in the Institution October 1, 1875, should be first
entered in the book and numbered in the order in which they were admitted. The
entries thereafter should be made at the time the person is received in the institu-
tion. The name of each person should also be alphabetically entered in the index
with the record number. The blanks should be filled out in their order. Re-
admissions and discharges should be entered in the lefi-hand margin. In case of
death, the cause to which it is attributed should be stated. The sample sheet
herewith furnished, will assist keepers in their labors, and its careful study is
earnestly requested. In order to secure uniformity in the record, throughout the
State, special attention is called to the following questions, viz.:
1. Birthplace.--If the person or ancestors or other relatives were born in poor-
houses or alms-houses, or in other public institutions, the fact should be stated.
2. Education.-- The answers to this inquiry should be as follows, in accordance

with the facts in each case.

Unable to read or write.

Can read only

Can read and write.

Received a common-school education.

Received an academic education.

Received a collegiate education.
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If the person be blind, a deaf-mute or a teachable idiot, educated in institutions
for these classes, the fact should be stated.

3. Existing cause of dependence.-- Under this heading the immediate cause of
dependence, or in other words, the condition of the person at the time of admission,
should be stated. The following are enumerated as the most probable causes of
dependence, and it is desired that the classification here given, as far as practi-
cable, be adhered to:

Homeless childhood, illegitimate.

Homeless childhood, abandoned.

Homeless childhood, by death of father.

Homeless childhood, by death of mother.
Homeless childhood, by death of both parents.
Homeless childhood, by pauperism of parents.
Homeless childhood, by imprisonment of parents.
Homeless, by abandonment of husband.

Homeless, by death of husband.

Old age and destitution. ‘
Diseased (the name of the disease should be given).
Crippled (how and to what extent should be stated).
Deformed (the nature of the deformity should be noted).

Loss or impairment of any of the special senses, an blind, deaf and dumb, etc.

Insanity.
Idiocy.
Paralysis.
General feebleness of mind, as imbecility.
Impairment of the bodily powers, or mental faculties, from inebriation.
Vagrancy and idleness.
4. Probable future of the person as respects recovery from the cause of depend-
ence. --The following should be noted under this question, as, in the opinion of
the keeper, the condition of the person may seem to warrant:
Permanently dependent.
Will probably recover from dependence.
May recover under certain conditions, which should be stated.
Future doubtful.

II1. SPECIAL INQUIRIES.

There are many special matters in the keeping of the record upon which it is
desirable to collect and record all the information possible. Among these may be
stated the following:

1. Entailment of disease, or bodily or mental misfortune from parentage.-- In
case the person admitted is suffering from insanity, epilepsy, paralysis, special
feebleness of mind or body, etc., the condition of the ancestors, and other relatives,
should be carefully inquired into, and if it is learned that any of these, as grand-
parents, parents, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts or other relatives were thus dis-
eased, the facts should be stated in the column for remarks, with full particulars.
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Objectives

Students will demonstrate an understanding of society’s viewpoint on people
living at a poorhouse by reading an account of a visit to the Ulster County
Poorhouse written by a child their own age in the nineteenth century, and
participating in a discussion structured by the guiding questions.

Background Information
This essay was written by a student attending the Saugerties Institute in 1874.
It was found in the files of the Ulster County Historian’s office.

Overview of Lesson

The teacher will introduce the document and explain that it was found in the
Ulster County Historian’s files. Students can read the document themselves or
the class can read it together. The class will discuss the significance of the last
sentence of the composition.

Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 9

Composition No. 10

Saugerties Institute 1874

Karlyn Knaust Elia, Uister County Historian

Whole Class Discussion Questions

e  How did Addie describe the poorhouse?

e In what types of jobs were residents often involved?

Describe some of Addie’s impressions of the residents?

How did she describe the cemetery?

Reread the last sentence on page three. What do you think Addie meant
by this?
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Transcription of Document 9

A Visit to the Ulster Co. Poorhouse

The poorhouse is located on a

farm of 140 acres in the south part

of the town of New Paltz. The main
building is about 120 feet in length
and 25 in width. The rooms are

well ventilated, most of the labor
about the house is performed by

the inmates the males finding
agreeable labor on the farm.

Mr. B. J. Minnie. is the Superintendent
of the poorhouse at present, and

while we were on a visit at his

house in New Paltz he accompinied (sic)
us to the house as we were quite
anxious to visit it. As the ladies

of the house were expecting

company they were all dressed in

their best.

Each one is provided with three

calico dresses two of which is kept

that day except those that take
care of the sick. Of course there
was a stare in general when

old lady tried to hide under the
bed but Mr. W—- seeing her told
her to come out, she did not
seem inclined to obey, but he
insisted upon it and she crawled
out and stood looking down in
a very sulky manner. She was
one of the folk that do not

like visitors. Then we visited
the house where the colored
people live apart from the rest.
From there we went to the place
where they keep those that are
insane, and then we visited the
burying ground where they bury
the poor of the place.

for every day use wear and one for
company. They was not working

company came in the room. One

Who'll Weep for Me?

of their own, but depend on
others for their surport (sic).

I think there was but one stone

in the whole ground, it looked
quite desolate. After we had
visated (sic) the burying ground we
bid farewell to the Poor house with
its inmates and surroundings and
started to return to Mr, Winnies’s
feeling quite sad as we thought

of so many who have no homes

AddieM____
Composition

No. 10

Saugerties Institute
April 2, 1874

61



Who'll Weep for Me?

62



1875 - Children and the Poorhouse

.......................................
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Objectives
Students will analyze a newspaper article and determine why the New York
State Legislature passed the 1875 Children’s Act.

Vocabulary
debased (debauchery)

Background Information

The rules and regulations establishing poorhouses provided that children were
to be educated and redeemed. Sadly, this practice proved to be more in theory

than in fact. According to the 1874 Annual Report of the NYS Commission of
Public Charities, county poorhouses were totally unsuitable places to rear and

educate children.

Degrading and vicious influences surround them in these institutions,
corrupting to both body and soul. They quickly fall into ineradicable
babits of idleness, which prepares them for a life of pauperism and
crime. Their moral and religious training is in most cases, entirely
neglected, and their secular education is of the scantiest and most
superficial kind. Self-respect is, in time, almost extinguished, and a
prolonged residence in a poorbouse leaves upon them a stigma which
clings to them in after years, and carries its unhappy influences
through life.

In response to this report, the New York State Legislature passed the 1875
Children’s Act which ordered the removal of all children between the ages of
three and sixteen from poorhouses. The children residing at the Ulster County
Poorhouse were subsequently removed to the Susquehanna Children’s Home in
Binghamton, NY, more than 150 miles away. According to the March 2, 1876
New Paltz Independent, thirteen children were to be taken to Susquehanna.
Once there, the children would most likely never see their parents again. By
1880, the Industrial Home of Kingston was established and the children of the
Ulster County Poorhouse were sent there.

Overview of Lesson

The teacher will lead a discussion focusing on the problems faced by children
living in poorhouses. Students will need to recall the conditions they read
about in previous lessons. Copies of Document 10 will be distributed or
displayed on an overhead projector. The teacher will lead a discussion using the
whole class discussion questions as an outline. Charts or graphs can be created
to clarify the data given in the document. The teacher can then set up a role-
play that would take place after the passing of the Children’s Act.

Who'll Wegv for Me?
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Document 10
Children in our County Home
Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection

Whole Class Discussion Questions

What type of report is this?

Who do you think this document was written for?

What appears to be the major cause of pauperism in this report?

How did the children who were bound out fare?

Do you think placing children out was successful?

What alternatives were there for caring for children placed at poorhouses?

Extension Activity

Hold a class debate where the following groups are represented:
¢ parents of children living at the poorhouse

o the children being removed

*  Overseers or Superintendents of the Poor

* residents of Ulster County
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The Industrial Home of Kingston
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Objectives

Students will view excerpts from the minutes of the Industrial Home of
Kingston looking for clues to help them understand how placement decisions
were made for the children. Using the document-based questions, the students
will deduce the process by which children were adopted out. Students will view
past and present photos of the Home, determine the differences between the
photos and how these differences reflect the passage of time.

Background Information

The Industrial Home of Kingston was opened in Dec. 1876 “as a house of
temporary relief to the Alms House, which is reported as being now burdened
against the law of the state with a considerable number of children above three
years of age.” The year 1880 marked the admission of the first child coming
directly from the Ulster County poorhouse to the Industrial Home. During the
winter of 1886, the seven remaining children from the Ulster County
Poorhouse living at the Susquehanna Home in Binghampton were brought to
Kingston and admitted to the Home. Many of the children placed in the Home
eventually became riders on the Orphan Trains. (See Teacher Resources for
more information on this topic).

Overview of Lesson

The teacher will create small groups and distribute Documents 11.a, 11.b, 11.c
and 11.d, or photos 11.e and 11.f. Each group will answer the accompanying
questions and share their responses.

Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 11.a through 11.d
Minutes of the Industrial Home of Kingston
The Children’s Home of Kingston

Questions to Guide Students Through
Documents 11.a - 11.d

*  What were some of the reasons the committee had for adopting out
children?

*  What were some reasons they used for not adopting children out?

*  Does it seem to you that the committee cared about the children in the
Home and in the homes to which they were sent?

*  What do you think of this system? If you do not think it was fair and/or
humane, offer some appropriate suggestions for improving it.

Document 11.a

Document 11.b

Document 11.¢

Document 11.d
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Photo 11.e
Photo of the Industrial Home of Kingston ¢.1909
The Children’s Home of Kingston

68

Photo 11.f
Photo of Good Shepherd School 2001
Susan Stessin-Cohn
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Document 11.a

Document 11.b
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Transcription of Document 11.a

The President made a statement of reasons
why applications of parties to take children
for adoption and for service had been
refused. In the 1¢ instance R. C. parties
applied for a little girl to adopt in a family
where liquor selling was the business of the
Family. 2 R. C. parties wished a Protestant
child. 3 A small girl was asked to ‘mind”
a large baby of 18 months of age. 4" A young
girl was wanted to go out of town under cir-
-cumstances which would not insure her
personal protection. 5% Lady wanted a
young girl as nurse to one of three children.
Children here not adopted to any of the
places.

Transcription of Document 11.b

August 5, 1878
The application of Mrs. Peter LeFeuvre
for a girl 14 or 15 yrs. old to adopt
led to a consideration of Ida Thorne’s
fitness for the place. Her docility
and various qualities which made bher
valuable to the Home being mentioned
together with the circumstances that
should she go to Mrs. L. she would be
thrown into the undesirable neighbor-
-hood of her relatives led to a motion
which carried that for the present
she be retained in the Home at
the wages of $1 per week.
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Student Sheet
Questions for Documents 11.a through 11.d

1.  'What were some of the reasons that the committee had for adopting out
children?

2.  What were some reasons they used for not adopting children out?

3. Inyour opinion, did the committee care about the children in the Home
and about the placements to which they were sent? Explain your answer.

4, What do you think of this system? If you do not think it was fair or
humane, offer some appropriate suggestions for improving it.

Who'll Weep for Me?
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Student Sheet
Questions for Photo 11.e and 11.f

Photo 11.e was taken in the early twentieth century in front of what was then
the Industrial Home of Kingston.

Photo 11.f was taken at the same location during the winter of 2001,
Spend several minutes quietly viewing each of the provided photos.

Compare the photos. List at least five differences and five similarities you see.

Differences

Similarities

*How do the changes reflect the passage of time?




The 1880 Federal Census and the Supplemental Schedules for
the Defective, Dependent and Delinquent Classes
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Objectives
Students will analyze and interpret data from the 1880 federal and
supplemental census and create an I Am Poem or a Bio Poem.

Background Information

Unlike other years, in 1880 the federal government took two censuses, one
being the traditional federal census taken every ten years; the other census was
supplementary. It was called the Supplemental Schedules for the Defective,
Dependent and Delinquent Classes. This census includes information on
people classified as insane, idiots, deaf-mutes, blind, homeless children,
prisoners, and indigents in institutions or boarded in private houses. The
questions asked in this census differ from those in the traditional 1880 census.

Overview of Lesson

Half the class will be provided with the 1880 Federal Census, the other half
the 1880 Supplemental Schedules for the Defective, Dependent and Delinquent
Classes. A transcription of the supplemental census can be found at: http:/
www.co.ulster.ny.us/poorhouse/data/1880 Defective Schedule.PDF

Students will work with a partner to fill out the sheet associated with their
document. After completing the sheet, each pair of students will join a pair of
students who worked with a different census. They will be asked to pick six
residents and compile all the information they have on them. They will then
choose one resident and create a “Bio Poem” or an “I Am Poem™ and share it
with the class.

Who'll Weep for Me?

Document 12.a
The 1880 Supplemental Census
The New York Public Library

Document 12.b
The 1880 Federal Census
Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection

Pagel Page 2
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Bio Poem

Line 1 - First name

Line 2 - Three or four adjectives that describe the character

Line 3 - Important relationship (daughter of....,mother of..., etc.)

Line4 - Two or three things, people, or ideas that the person loved

Line 5 - Three feelings the person experienced

Line 6 - Three fears the person experienced

Line 7 - Accomplishments (who composed..., who discovered..., etc.)

Line 8 - Two or three things the person wanted to see happen or wanted to
experience

Line 9 - His or her residence

Line 10 - Last name

I Am Poem

ITam

I wonder

I hear

I see

I want

ITam

I pretend

I feel

I touch

I worry

Tery

ITam

I understand

Isay

I dream

Iam
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Student Sheet
Questions for Document 12.a

How many people were living in the Ulster County Poorhouse at the time
of this census?

How many of the residents were considered to be able-bodied?

How many residents were listed as intemperate? (Check your glossary for
a definition of the term).

a. How many residents lived in your town?

b. What % of the population was that?

a. How many men were living at the poorhouse?

b. How many women?

What was the ratio of men to women?

How many residents had other family members living at the poorhouse?

How many residents were listed as entering the poorhouse due to old age?

How many residents were listed as entering due to mental illness?

o~



Student Sheet
Questions for Document 12.b page 1 and 2

1. How many people were living in the Ulster County Poorhouse at the time
of this census?

2. In what month was this census taken?

3. Read through the entries. List the occupations listed for the poorhouse
residents.

3. a. How many of the residents were men?

b. How many of the residents were women?

4. How many residents were:
Between 0 -15?

Between 16 — 30

Between 40 - 50

60 and up?

5. Which age group was the largest?

Can you explain this?

Who'll Weqp fm’ ‘Me?
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How many residents were listed as blind?

Deaf and dumb?

Idiotic?

Insane?

Maimed, crippled, bedridden or disabled?

How many residents could not read?

Could not write?

Could not do either?

What % of the residents were illiterate?

How many residents were ill?

List some of the diseases they had?




s,

10. How many residents were listed as being born in Germany?

Ireland?

England?

Other?

11. Create a pie graph of the nationalities of the poorhouse?

12. What % of the population at this time was born in Ireland?

Who'll Weep for Me?
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Harpers Weekly
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Objectives
Students will analyze a political cartoon and relate the concepts in the cartoon
to prior knowledge developed in the curriculum.

Overview of Lesson

The teacher will distribute this cartoon to the students and explain that this
cartoon was found in the 1883 edition of Harpers Weekly Magazine.

Students are instructed to take two to three minutes to carefully examine the
cartoon. They are then to answer the accompanying questions. This may be
done as a whole group, in small groups or independently. Students may need to
be told that Galway is located in Ireland.

86

Document 13
Rogers, W.A. “Poor House from Galway”
Harper’s Weekly, NY 1883

Questions to Guide Students through Document 13

®  What is printed on the building being carried by the large boat?

®  What is printed on the sail of the smaller vessel?

®  What is the attitude of the person that created this cartoon towards Irish
immigrants?

* Do you think others shared this attitude? Why might they have had this
attitude?

* List any questions you might have after viewing this cartoon.

Extension Activity

®  Ask students to read the Emma Lazarus poem titled, The New Colossus.
This poem was written to commemorate the 1884 gift of the Statue of
Liberty from France.

How does the message in Ms. Lazarus’ poem differ from the message

portrayed in the 1883 Harper’s political cartoon?

,,._.
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Student Sheet
Questions for Doc 13

1. What is printed on the building being carried by the large boat?

2. What is printed on the sail of the smaller vessel?

3.  What is the attitude of the person that created this cartoon towards Irish
immigrants?

4. Do you think others shared this attitude? Why might they have had this
attitude?

5. List any questions you might have after viewing this cartoon.
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Objectives

Students will use the Internet to research various illnesses which afflicted
paupers living in the Ulster County Poorhouse. Students will write a short
essay describing the nature of the illness, past and present.

Background Information

Thousands of individuals came to the Ulster County Poorhouse to seek
medical attention and treatment. Without the current systems of Medicare or
Medicaid, poor and indigent people were left to the mercy of the overseers of
the poor, who were usually more interested in keeping the medical costs down.
One poorhouse law stated that two judges had to sign a statement declaring
that an individual was an official resident of the town in which they were
asking for relief, before a doctor could treat them. If the individual could not
prove residency, the overseer would be responsible for paying the medical bill
himself. This proved deadly for too many poor people who needed immediate
medical attention. A pauper could wait more than a week or two before seeing
a medical doctor.

Overview of Lesson

The teacher will discuss that during the 19" and early 20t century people died
of diseases unknown to us today. Modern medical research has eradicated
many of those diseases. Students will be directed to the following Website:
http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/poorhouse/data/death1888-1954.pdf

Once there, they are to scroll down the causes of death column. They will
notice that they are not familiar with many of the d